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What can we help you �nd? 

Keloids
What Is It?

Published: April, 2019

Keloids are raised overgrowths of scar tissue that occur at the site of a skin injury. They occur where trauma, surgery, blisters, vaccinations, acne
or body piercing have injured the skin. Less commonly, keloids may form in places where the skin has not had a visible injury. Keloids di�er from
normal mature scars in composition and size. Some people are prone to keloid formation and may develop them in several places.

Keloids are more common in African-Americans. They are seen most commonly on the shoulders, upper back and chest, but they can occur
anywhere. When a keloid is associated with a skin incision or injury, the keloid scar tissue continues to grow for a time after the original wound
has closed, becoming larger and more visible until it reaches a �nal size. They generally occur between 10 and 30 years of age and a�ect both
sexes equally, although they may be more common among young women with pierced ears. Keloids may form over the breastbone in people
who have had open heart surgery.

To continue reading this article, you must login.

Subscribe to Harvard Health Online for immediate access to health
news and information from Harvard Medical School.

Research health conditions
Check your symptoms
Prepare for a doctor's visit or test
Find the best treatments and
procedures for you
Explore options for better nutrition
and exercise

Learn more about the many
bene�ts and features of joining
Harvard Health Online »

I'd like to receive access to
Harvard Health Online for only
$4.99 a month.

Sign Me Up »

HEART
HEALTH

MIND &
MOOD PAIN STAYING

HEALTHY CANCER DISEASES &
CONDITIONS

MEN'S
HEALTH

WOMEN'S
HEALTH LICENSING

Visited July 2, 2020

https://www.health.harvard.edu/
https://www.health.harvard.edu/pay-bill
https://www.health.harvard.edu/cart
https://www.health.harvard.edu/healthbeat
https://www.health.harvard.edu/login
https://www.health.harvard.edu/
https://www.health.harvard.edu/login
https://www.health.harvard.edu/promotions/harvard-health-publications/harvard-health-online
https://www.health.harvard.edu/topics/heart-health
https://www.health.harvard.edu/topics/mind-and-mood
https://www.health.harvard.edu/topics/pain
https://www.health.harvard.edu/topics/staying-healthy
https://www.health.harvard.edu/topics/cancer
https://www.health.harvard.edu/topics/diseases-and-conditions
https://www.health.harvard.edu/topics/mens-health
https://www.health.harvard.edu/topics/womens-health
https://www.health.harvard.edu/licensing


/

  
© 2010 - 2020 Harvard University. All rights reserved.

Sign up for HEALTHbeat Digital Subscriptions Special Health Reports Print Subscriptions Customer Service About Us Permissions

Do Not Sell My Personal Information Privacy Policy
Visited July 2, 2020

https://www.facebook.com/HarvardHealthPublications
https://twitter.com/harvardhealth
https://www.health.harvard.edu/blog/feed
https://www.health.harvard.edu/
https://www.health.harvard.edu/healthbeat
https://www.health.harvard.edu/subscribe
https://www.health.harvard.edu/special-health-reports
https://www.health.harvard.edu/newsletters
https://www.health.harvard.edu/customer-service
https://www.health.harvard.edu/about-us
https://www.health.harvard.edu/permissions
https://www.health.harvard.edu/privacy-policy#california-residents
https://www.health.harvard.edu/privacy-policy



