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Definition of junk
 (Entry 1 of 3)

1a(1) : old iron, glass, paper, or other waste that may be used again in some form
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(2) : secondhand, worn, or discarded articles
(3) : clutter sense 1b
b : something of poor quality : trash
c : something of little meaning, worth, or significance
2 : pieces of old cable or cordage used especially to make gaskets, mats, swabs, or oakum
3 slang : narcotics especially : heroin
4 : junk bond
5 : baseball pitches that break or are off-speed (such as curveballs or changeups)
6 slang : male genitalia

junk

verb
junked; junking; junks

Definition of junk (Entry 2 of 3)

transitive verb

: to get rid of as worthless : scrap

junk

noun (2)

Definition of junk (Entry 3 of 3)

: any of various ships of Chinese waters with bluff lines, a high poop and overhanging stem, little or no keel, high pole 
masts, and a deep rudder

Illustration of junk

Noun (2) 

3junk 

In the meaning defined above

 Synonyms  Choose the Right Synonym  Example Sentences  Learn More about junk

Keep scrolling for more 

Synonyms for junk
Synonyms: Verb 
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• cashier, 
• cast (off), 
• chuck, 
• deep-six, 
• discard, 
• ditch, 
• dump, 
• eighty-six
• (or 86), 
• exorcise
• (also exorcize), 
• fling (off or away), 
• jettison, 
• lay by, 
• lose, 
• pitch, 
• reject, 
• scrap, 
• shed, 
• shuck (off), 
• slough (off)
• also sluff (off), 
• throw away, 
• throw out, 
• toss, 
• unload

Visit the Thesaurus for More 

Choose the Right Synonym for junk
Verb 

discard, cast, shed, slough, scrap, junk mean to get rid of. discard implies the letting go or throwing away of something that 
has become useless or superfluous though often not intrinsically valueless. discard old clothes cast, especially when used 
with off, away, or out, implies a forceful rejection or repudiation. cast off her friends shed and slough imply a throwing off of 
something both useless and encumbering and often suggest a consequent renewal of vitality or luster. shed a bad habit finally 
sloughed off the depression scrap and junk imply throwing away or breaking up as worthless in existent form. scrap all the 
old ways would junk our educational system 

Examples of junk in a Sentence
Verb We decided to junk our old computer and buy a new one. we'll have to junk this old car 

First Known Use of junk
Noun (1) 

14th century, in the meaning defined at sense 2

Verb 

1911, in the meaning defined above

Noun (2) 

1555, in the meaning defined above
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History and Etymology for junk
Noun (1) 

Middle English jonke

Noun (2) 

Portuguese junco, from Javanese joṅ

Keep scrolling for more 

Learn More about junk
Share junk

Post the Definition of junk to Facebook Share the Definition of junk on Twitter 

Time Traveler for junk

The first known use of junk was in the 14th century
See more words from the same century

Watch More on junk

Page 4 of 11Junk | Definition of Junk by Merriam-Webster

1/3/2020https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/junk



Some Odd Words with ISMO: "Junk in the Trunk" 

Comedian ISMO on what separates a boot from a trunk

From the Editors at Merriam-Webster

The Authentic History of 'Junk Science' 

The Authentic History of 'Junk Science'

We tested and verified its accuracy

Is Junk an Adjective or a Noun? 

Is Junk an Adjective or a Noun?

When a "noun" and an "adjective" love each other very much...

Some Odd Words with ISMO: "Junk in the Trunk"
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That's Dope: 5 Drug Words Gone... 

That's Dope: 5 Drug Words Gone Mainstream

Like a chocoholic, but for booze

Dictionary Entries near junk
Juniperus

juniper webworm

Junius

junk

junk art

junk bond

junk bottle

See More Nearby Entries 

Phrases Related to junk
a piece of junk

Statistics for junk
Look-up Popularity 

Top 40% of words
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More Definitions for junk

junk

verb

Style: MLA
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English Language Learners Definition of junk
informal : to get rid of (something) because it is worthless, damaged, etc.

See the full definition for junk in the English Language Learners Dictionary

junk

noun
\ ˈjəŋk  \

Kids Definition of junk
 (Entry 1 of 3)

1 : things that have been thrown away or are of little value or use
2 : a poorly made product
3 : something of little meaning, worth, or significance There's nothing but junk on TV tonight.

junk

verb
junked; junking

Kids Definition of junk (Entry 2 of 3)

: to get rid of as worthless : scrap I'm junking this car.

junk

noun

Kids Definition of junk (Entry 3 of 3)

: an Asian sailing boat that is high in the front

Keep scrolling for more 

More from Merriam-Webster on junk

Thesaurus: All synonyms and antonyms for junk

Rhyming Dictionary: Words that rhyme with junk

Spanish Central: Translation of junk

Nglish: Translation of junk for Spanish Speakers

Britannica English: Translation of junk for Arabic Speakers

Britannica.com: Encyclopedia article about junk

Comments on junk

What made you want to look up junk? Please tell us where you read or heard it 
(including the quote, if possible). 

SHOW COMMENTS 
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WORD OF THE DAY

foible
a minor flaw or shortcoming 

Get Word of the Day daily email! 
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•
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be sick in order to avoid 
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