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DETROIT (WWJ) - An internal investigation is underway after an
undercover mix-up led to a fight between Detroit police officers at a
crime scene.

“Embarrassing” is how Detroit Police Chief James Craig described
the situation, briefing WWJ’s Jon Hewett and other reporters at a
news conference Monday.

“A member of our community who witnessed this behavior that
we're calling a lack of maturity, a lack of leadership, said they
appeared to be like Keystone Cops,” said the chief. “And | couldn’t
agree more.

Craig explained the conflict between two officers stemmed from
the execution of a search warrant on a suspected drug house last
Thursday on Andover Street, near 7 Mile Road, on the city’s east
side.

Officers from the DPD’s 11th Precinct obtained the warrant and
were serving it when they came across undercover officers from the
12th Precinct who, unbeknownst to them, were working the same
neighborhood.

https://detroit.cbslocal.com/2017/11/13/detroit-police-undercover-mix-up/
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Guns were drawn, the chief said, and punches were thrown
between at least two officers. No one was seriously injured.

“If could very easily have been a situation where one of our officers
were shot,” Craig said. “Anytime one of our officers makes a decision
to what we call require a target, and there’s movement, that officer
has to use their split second to make a decision whether or not to
use deadly force”

“That could’ve happened,” Craig said. “It didn’t, and for that we're
very thankful.”

Two officers involved in the alternation have been placed on
restrictive duty and a supervisor from the 12th Precinct has been
reassigned as an internal investigation continues.

When it concludes, the chief said, the results will be sent to the
Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office for a review of possible charges.
No names were released.
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