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This article is more than 2 years old
Black St Louis police officer shot by white colleague
'fearing for his safety’

Off-duty black officer arrives at crime scene to help, is ordered to ground
White officer shoots, ‘apparently not recognizing’ colleague

Associated Press in St Louis
Sat 24 Jun 2017 18.01 EDT

An off-duty black St Louis police officer’s race factored into him being mistakenly shot by a white
officer who didn’t recognize him during a shootout with black suspects this week, the wounded
officer’s lawyer said on Saturday.

The 38-year-old black officer was off duty when he heard a commotion near his home and ran
toward it with his service weapon to try to help his fellow officers, police said.

St Louis’ interim police chief, Lawrence O’Toole, said the incident began when officers with an
anti-crime task force followed a stolen car and were twice fired upon by its occupants. One
suspect was shot in an ankle and was arrested, along with another teenager who tried to run from
police, O’Toole said. A third suspect is still being sought.
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When the off-duty officer arrived at the scene to help, two on-duty officers ordered him to the
ground but then recognized him and told him to stand up and walk toward them. As he was doing
so, another officer arrived and shot the off-duty officer, “apparently not recognizing” him, police
said.

The police department as of Saturday had not disclosed the names of the officers, who have been
placed on routine administrative leave as the matter is investigated. Police described the black
officer as an 11-year department veteran and said he was treated at a hospital and released. The
officer who shot him is 36 and has been with the department more than eight years.

The black officer’s lawyer, Rufus J Tate Jr, discussed the shooting to St Louis Fox affiliate KTVI,
but the officer was not named in the report. Tate did not reply to several phone messages seeking
comment.

Tate told the station his client identified himself to the on-duty officers and complied with their
commands. He questioned the white officer’s account, according to police, that he shot the off-
duty officer because he feared for his safety.

“In the police report you have so far, there is no description of a threat he received,” Tate said. “So
we have a real problem with that. But this has been a national discussion for the past two years.
There is this perception that a black man is automatically feared.”

It was in the St Louis suburb of Ferguson where a white officer shot an unarmed black teenager,
Michael Brown, three years ago, setting off months of protests, some of which were violent. The
officer, who later left the force, was not charged, further straining relations between the area’s
black community and the police.

There have been several notable instancesin which an officer mistakenly shot a colleague. In
2009, 25-year-old New York City police officer Omar J Edwards, who was black, was shot and
killed by a white officer on a Harlem street while in street clothes. He had his service weapon out
and was chasing a man who had broken into his car, police said.

Three plainclothes officers on routine patrol arrived at the scene and yelled for the two to stop,
police said. One officer, Andrew Dunton, opened fire and hit Edwards three times as he turned
toward them with his service weapon. It wasn’t until medical workers were on scene that it was
determined he was a police officer. A grand jury voted not to indict Dunton.

A year earlier in the suburb of White Plains, New York, a black off-duty Mount Vernon police
officer was killed by a Westchester County policeman while holding an assault suspect at
gunpoint.

In Providence, Rhode Island, an off-duty black police sergeant, Cornel Young Jr, was accidentally
killed by two uniformed white colleagues in 2000 while he was trying to break up a fight on a
parking lot. Young, at the time the son of the department’s highest-ranking black officer, was
dressed in baggy jeans, an overcoat and a baseball cap, and was carrying a gun.

A jury rejected a $20m federal lawsuit by Young’s mother against the city and its police force, who
she claimed did not properly train officers about how to identify their off-duty and plainclothes
counterparts.
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FBI statistics show such accidental police-on-police shootings occur at a low rate given the tense,
confusing circumstances officers routinely face. In 2013, according to online FBI figures, only two
officers were killed when mistakenly shot as a result of crossfire, mistaken for a subject, or
involved in other firearm mishaps. The FBI statistics do not specify the race of the officers killed.

America faces an epic choice...

... in the coming year, and the results will define the country for a generation. These are perilous
times. Over the last three years, much of what the Guardian holds dear has been threatened -
democracy, civility, truth. This US administration is establishing new norms of behaviour. Anger
and cruelty disfigure public discourse and lying is commonplace. Truth is being chased away. But
with your help we can continue to put it center stage. It will be a defining year and we’re asking
for your help as we prepare for 2020.

Rampant disinformation, partisan news sources and social media's tsunami of fake news is no
basis on which to inform the American public in 2020. The need for a robust, independent press
has never been greater, and with your help we can continue to provide fact-based reporting that
offers public scrutiny and oversight. Our journalism is free and open for all, but it's made possible
thanks to the support we receive from readers like you across America in all 50 states.

"America is at a tipping point, finely balanced between truth and lies, hope and hate, civility and
nastiness. Many vital aspects of American public life are in play - the Supreme Court, abortion
rights, climate policy, wealth inequality, Big Tech and much more. The stakes could hardly be higher.
As that choice nears, the Guardian, as it has done for 200 years, and with your continued support,
will continue to argue for the values we hold dear - facts, science, diversity, equality and fairness." -
US editor, John Mulholland

On the occasion of its 100th birthday in 1921 the editor of the Guardian said, "Perhaps the chief
virtue of a newspaper is its independence. It should have a soul of its own." That is more true than
ever. Freed from the influence of an owner or shareholders, the Guardian's editorial
independence is our unique driving force and guiding principle.

We also want to say a huge thank you to everyone who supported the Guardian in 2019. You
provide us with the motivation and financial support to keep doing what we do. We’re asking our
readers to help us raise $1.5m to support our rigorous journalism in the new year. Every
contribution, big or small, will help us reach it. Make a gift from as little as $1. Thank you.
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