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dis·so·ci·a·tion (d -so se-a´sh n)  (mp3/31746.mp3 ) [ dis-  + sociatio union ]
1. the act of separating or state of being separated. 2. the separation of a molecule into two or more fragments (atoms, molecules, ions, or free
radicals) produced by the absorption of light or thermal energy or by solvation. 3. segregation of a group of mental processes from the rest of a
person's usually integrated functions of consciousness, memory, perception, and sensory and motor behavior, as in the separation of the personality
and aspects of memory or subpersonalities in the dissociative disorders (def.jsp?id=100031622) (q.v.) or in the segregation of an idea or object from
its emotional significance, as is sometimes seen in schizophrenia (def.jsp?id=100094944). dissociative, adj
albuminocytologic dissociation, increase of protein with normal cell count in the spinal fluid.
atrial dissociation, independent beating of the left and right atria, each with normal rhythm or with various combinations of normal rhythm, atrial
flutter, or atrial fibrillation.
atrioventricular dissociation, AV dissociation, control of the atria by one pacemaker and of the ventricles by another, independent pacemaker; it
may be due to heart block, to severe slowing of the sinus rhythm with activation of an ectopic pacemaker, to acceleration of an ectopic pacemaker that
usurps control of the ventricles, or to a combination of factors. See also interference atrioventricular d. (def.jsp?id=100031753) and isorhythmic
atrioventricular d. (def.jsp?id=100031754)
bacterial dissociation, the change, due to mutation and selection, in colonial morphology (usually from mucoid or smooth to rough) of bacteria in
culture on laboratory media; called also microbic d. (def.jsp?id=100031755) See also smooth-rough variation, under variation.
electromechanical dissociation, pulseless electrical activity (def.jsp?id=112900889).
interference dissociation, interference atrioventricular dissociation, a form of atrioventricular dissociation in which an accelerated junctional or
ventricular pacemaker usurps control of the ventricles and rapidly bombards the atrioventricular node from below, rendering the node refractory to
supraventricular impulses.
isorhythmic atrioventricular dissociation, a form of atrioventricular dissociation in which the atria and ventricles beat at similar rates, although
independently; it usually results from severe sinus bradycardia in which the sinus node discharge rate drops just below that of the atrioventricular
junctional tissue.
light-near dissociation, an abnormality of pupillary reflexes in which the pupil constricts more with convergence on a near object than it does in
response to light; see tonic pupil (def.jsp?id=100088635), under pupil.
microbic dissociation, bacterial d. (def.jsp?id=100031751)
syringomyelic dissociation, loss of pain and temperature sense due to a lesion in the region of the central canal of the spinal cord implicating the
spinothalamic fibers with preservation of other sensory modalities.
tabetic dissociation, disturbance of the vibratory and muscle-tendon sensibility due to lesion of the dorsal columns.
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