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1re·quest  noun \ri-ˈkwest\ 

: an act of politely or formally asking for something

: something (such as a song) that a person asks for

Full Definition of REQUEST

:  the act or an instance of asking for something 

:  something asked for <granted her request> 

:  the condition or fact of being requested <available on 
request> 

:  the state of being sought after :  DEMAND 

 See request defined for English-language learners »
See request defined for kids »

Examples of REQUEST

They made a request to begin work immediately.

She filed a formal request for more information.

At your request, I am enclosing a full refund of your 
payment.

Troops were sent at the request of our allies.

This next song is a request from one of our listeners.

Origin of REQUEST

Middle English requeste, from Anglo-French, from Vulgar 
Latin *requaesta, from feminine of requaestus, past participle 
of requaerere to require

First Known Use: 14th century

Related to REQUEST

Synonyms
call, inquiry, query, question

Related Words

Test Your Vocabulary 

Take Our 10-Question Quiz 

Name That Thing

Take our visual vocab quiz

Test Your Knowledge » 

True or False?

A quick quiz about stuff worth knowing

Take It Now » 

Spell It

The commonly misspelled words quiz

Hear It, Spell It » 

A Handy Guide to Ruffians, 
Rapscallions, Cads & More
Top 10 Charming Words for Nasty People

Secrets of the SCRABBLE 
Masters
Top 10 Words to Win at SCRABBLE

 

Get Our Free Apps 
Voice Search, Favorites, 
Word of the Day, and More 

iPhone | iPad | Android | More 

  

Join Us on FB & Twitter 
Get the Word of the Day and More 

Facebook | Twitter 

Like

Save

Save this word to your Favorites. 

If you're logged into Facebook, you're ready to go.

Page 1 of 3Request - Definition and More from the Free Merriam-Webster Dictionary

4/23/2014http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/request



1

2

3

4

interrogatory; poll, questionnaire, survey; inquisition, 
interrogating, interrogation, questioning; examination, 
exploration, inquest, investigation, probe, probing, 
research, study

Near Antonyms
answer, reply, response

more

Rhymes with REQUEST

abreast, abscessed, appressed, armrest, arrest, at best, at 
rest, attest, backrest, beau geste, bed rest, behest, bequest, 
blood test, con... 
[+] more

2request transitive verb 

: to ask for (something) in a polite or formal way

: to ask (someone) to do something in a polite or formal 
way

Full Definition of REQUEST

:  to make a request to or of <requested her to write a paper> 

:  to ask as a favor or privilege <requests to be excused> 

obsolete :  to ask (a person) to come or go to a thing or place 

:  to ask for <requested a brief delay> 

— re·quest·er or re·quest·or  noun 

Examples of REQUEST

The governor will request that the legislature raise taxes.

Gentlemen are requested to wear a jacket and tie.

First Known Use of REQUEST

1533

Related to REQUEST

Synonyms
ask (for), put in (for), order, requisition

Related Words
commission, solicit; charter, hire, license (also licence)

Near Antonyms
coerce, compel, constrain, force, oblige, require

more

See Synonym Discussion at ask
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