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conꞏtact | \ ˈkän-ˌtakt \

 (Entry 1 of 3)

1a : union or junction of surfaces Cooling begins when the lava makes contact with the air.
b : the apparent touching or mutual tangency of the limbs of two celestial bodies or of the disk of one body
with the shadow of another during an eclipse, transit, or occultation
c(1) : the junction of two electrical conductors through which a current passes
(2) : a special part made for such a junction The camera's flash wasn't working because the electrical contacts
needed to be cleaned.
2a : association, relationship students and teachers in daily contact
b : connection, communication I lost contact with her years ago.
c : an establishing of communication with someone or an observing or receiving of a significant signal from a
person or object radar contact with Mars
3 : a person serving as a go-between, messenger, connection, or source of special information business
contacts
4 : contact lens She wears contacts more often than glasses.

contact

verb

conꞏtact | \ ˈkän-ˌtakt , kәn-ˈtakt \
contacted; contacting; contacts

Definition of contact (Entry 2 of 3)

intransitive verb

: to make contact the point at which the two surfaces contact

transitive verb

1 : to bring into contact
2a : to enter or be in contact with : join The spark contacted the gunpowder.
b : to get in communication with Contact your local dealer.

contact

adjective

conꞏtact | \ ˈkän-ˌtakt \

Definition of contact (Entry 3 of 3)

: maintaining, involving, or activated or caused by contact contact poisons contact sports contact dermatitis
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contact

Keep scrolling for more

Synonyms: Noun

connection

Synonyms: Verb

address,
communicate (with),
get,
reach

Visit the Thesaurus for More 

Verb

The use of contact as a verb, especially in sense 2b, is accepted as standard by almost all commentators
except those who write college handbooks.

Noun Physical contact between a mother and child is very important. a disease that is spread by sexual
contact
See More
Recent Examples on the Web: Noun One nurse was denied a dental appointment after breaking a tooth,
because the dentist didn’t want to have contact with someone who worked with coronavirus patients. —
Washington Post, "Inside a Florida hospital, coronavirus cases wane as strained staff brace for a fall surge," 7
Oct. 2020 Students who had close contact with infected peers have been encouraged to get tested, officials
said. — From Usa Today Network And Wire Reports, USA TODAY, "Voting lines, positive pastors, caterer
quarantine: News from around our 50 states," 7 Oct. 2020

These example sentences are selected automatically from various online news sources to reflect current usage
of the word 'contact.' Views expressed in the examples do not represent the opinion of Merriam-Webster or its
editors. Send us feedback.

See More

Noun

1626, in the meaning defined at sense 1a
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Verb

1834, in the meaning defined at intransitive sense

Adjective

1859, in the meaning defined above

Noun

borrowed from French & Latin; French, going back to Middle French, borrowed from Latin contāctus
"touching, joining of surfaces, association," from contag-, variant stem of contingere "to be in contact with,
arrive at, affect, fall to one's lot" + -tus, suffix of action nouns — more at contingent entry 1

Verb

derivative of contact entry 1

Adjective

derivative of contact entry 1
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Is 'Contact' a Verb?

Is 'Contact' a Verb?
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Once frowned upon, the verb 'contact' is now widely accepted

consumptive use

cont

contabescence

contact

contact acid

contactant

contact bed
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come in/into contact with

human contact

make contact

make contact with

on contact
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More Definitions for contact

contact

noun

 (Entry 1 of 3)

: the state or condition that exists when two people or things physically touch each other : a state of touching
: the state or condition that exists when people see and communicate with each other
: an occurrence in which people communicate with each other

contact

verb

English Language Learners Definition of contact (Entry 2 of 3)

: to call or write to (someone or something) : to communicate with (someone or something)

contact

adjective

English Language Learners Definition of contact (Entry 3 of 3)

sports : allowing players to touch or hit each other
: acting when physical contact occurs

See the full definition for contact in the English Language Learners Dictionary

contact

noun

conꞏtact | \ ˈkän-ˌtakt \

 (Entry 1 of 3)

1 : a meeting or touching of persons or things
2 : communication with other people Have you been in contact with her? He has no outside contact.
3 : a person someone knows who serves as a connection especially in the business or political world I've got
contacts in the company.
4 : contact lens
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contact

verb
contacted; contacting

Kids Definition of contact (Entry 2 of 3)

1 : to touch or make touch physically
2 : to get in touch or communication with

contact

adjective

Kids Definition of contact (Entry 3 of 3)

: involving or activated by physical interaction contact sports contact poisons

contact

noun

conꞏtact | \ ˈkän-ˌtakt \

 (Entry 1 of 2)

1 : union or junction of body surfaces sexual contact
2a : the junction of two electrical conductors through which a current passes
b : a special part that has been made for such a junction
3 : direct experience through the senses loss of contact with reality
4 : contact lens

contact

adjective

Medical Definition of contact (Entry 2 of 2)

: caused or transmitted by direct or indirect contact (as with an allergen or a contagious disease) a contact
allergy
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contact

contact
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