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District Response to Citizen's Comments 

Aug 12 2020

Elmbrook Schools Community,

At Tuesday night’s School Board Meeting a community resident chose to use her opportunity to speak during the citizen’s comment portion of the meeting to 
direct targeted and defamatory speech towards one of our Board Members. As leaders of the Board, we are deeply sorry for not taking stronger action to 
limit this resident’s deplorable remarks and ask her to leave the Board room.

Our school district values and celebrates the diversity in our community. Diversity encompasses race, religion, cultures, and differences in opinion. Each of 
these adds to the fabric that makes our community great. However, while we emphatically support open dialogue and active listening to those with differing 
opinions and perspectives, we will not condone speech designed to create chasms between those in our community and as such, have removed the video 
segment from our recorded meeting.

The Citizen’s Forum and Citizen’s Comment elements of the meeting are designed to engage constituents in dialogue that helps inform the Board as it makes 
public policy decisions. Our community values civil discourse and understands that disagreements are inevitable. However, the behavior displayed at 
Tuesday’s meeting was far beyond the boundaries of acceptable conduct.

We would like to publicly apologize to Dr. Mushir Hassan for what occurred during our meeting. Dr. Hassan is a valued member of our School Board and 
Community and he deserved an immediate response that did not come soon enough. We would also like to apologize to the community that had to endure 
this unseemly behavior.

We want to reassure all families that Elmbrook is a safe and welcoming district, and hate towards anyone will not be tolerated.

Scott Wheeler, School Board President
Jean Lambert, School Board Vice President
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