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1.1.1 – Knowledge Tests 

1.1.2 – Skills Tests 
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Interstate commerce

Intrastate commerce

Interstate Commerce:
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Intrastate Commerce:
 

 
1.3.1 – General 

 
1.3.2 – Alcohol, Leaving the Scene of an 
Accident, and Commission of a Felony 
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1.3.3 – Serious Traffic Violations 

1.3.4 – Violation of Out-of-Service Orders   

1.3.5 – Railroad-highway Grade Crossing 
Violations 
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1.3.6 – Hazardous Materials Endorsement 
Background Check and Disqualifications 

1.3.7 – Traffic Violations in Your Personal 
Vehicle 
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The IRP registrant and the IFTA licensee may 
be the vehicle owner or the vehicle operator. 

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)
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Per Article IV of the IRP Plan 

Per Section P560 of the IFTA Procedures Manual 

.030 Unit number or other unique vehicle  

 

Make sure that any trips that you enter are always 
filled out in descending order and that your trips 
include all state/provinces that you traveled through 
on your route. 
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2.1.1 – Why Inspect 

2.1.2 – Types of Vehicle Inspection 

2.1.3 – What to Look For 
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2.1.4 – CDL Vehicle Inspection Test 

 
2.1.5 – Seven-step Inspection Method 
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Know your vehicles requirements.
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2.1.6 – Inspection during a Trip 

 
2.1.7 – After-trip Inspection and Report 

2.2.1 – Accelerating 

 
2.2.2 – Steering 
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2.2.3 – Stopping 

 
2.2.4 – Backing Safely 

2.3.1 – Manual Transmissions 
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2.3.2 – Multi-speed Rear Axles and 
Auxiliary Transmissions 

 
2.3.3 – Automatic Transmissions 
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2.3.4 – Retarders 

 

 
2.4.1 – Seeing Ahead 

 
2.4.2 – Seeing to the Sides and Rear 
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2.5.1 – Signal Your Intentions 
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2.5.2 – Communicating Your Presence 
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2.6.1 – Stopping Distance 

2.6.2 – Matching Speed to the Road 
Surface 
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Shaded Areas

Bridges

Melting Ice

Black Ice

Vehicle Icing

Just After Rain Begins

Hydroplaning

 

 

2.6.3 – Speed and Curves 

 
2.6.4 – Speed and Distance Ahead 

2.6.5 – Speed and Traffic Flow 

 
2.6.6 – Speed on Downgrades 
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2.6.7 – Roadway Work Zones 

 

2.7.1 – Space Ahead 
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2.7.2 – Space Behind 

2.7.3 – Space to the Sides 

 
2.7.4 – Space Overhead 
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2.7.5 – Space Below 

 
2.7.6 – Space for Turns 
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2.7.7 – Space Needed to Cross or Enter 
Traffic 

2.8.1 – Importance of Seeing Hazards 

2.8.2 – Hazardous Roads 
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2.8.3 – Drivers Who Are Hazards 

Visited 11/30/2016



2005 Commercial Driver’s License Manual   

Version: July 2013 

2.8.4 – Always Have a Plan 
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2.9.1 – The Distracted Driving Crash 
Problem 

2.9.2 – Effects of Distracted Driving 

2.9.3 – Types of Distractions 

2.9.4 – Cell/Mobile Phones  
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.9.5 –Texting 
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without looking at the roadway

2.9.6 – Don’t Drive Distracted 

2.9.7 – Watch Out for Other Distracted 
Drivers 

2.10.1 – What Is It? 

 
2.10.2 – Don’t Be an Aggressive Driver 
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2.10.3 – What You Should Do When 
Confronted by an Aggressive Driver 

2.11.1 – It's More Dangerous 

 
.11.2 – Driver Factors 
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At-Risk Groups 

Warning Signs of Fatigue 

Are You At Risk? 
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Preventing drowsiness before a trip: 

Maintaining alertness while driving: 

2.11.3 – Roadway Factors 
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2.11.4 – Vehicle Factors 

2.11.5 – Night Driving Procedures 
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2.13.1 – Vehicle Checks 
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2.13.2 – Driving 

2.14.1 – Vehicle Checks 
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2.14.2 – Driving 

2.15.1 – Types of Crossings 

2.15.2 – Warning Signs and Devices 

Visited 11/30/2016



2005 Commercial Driver’s License Manual 

Version: July 2013 

Visited 11/30/2016



2005 Commercial Driver’s License Manual 

Version: July 2013 

2.15.3 – Driving Procedures 

2.15.4 – Stopping Safely at Railroad- 
highway Crossings 

2.15.5 – Crossing the Tracks 

2.15.6 – Special Situations 
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2.16.1 – Select a "Safe"  Speed 

2.16.2 – Select the Right Gear before 
Starting Down the Grade 

2.16.3 – Brake Fading or Failure 

2.16.4 – Proper Braking Technique 
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2.17.1 – Steering to Avoid a Crash 
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2.17.2 – How to Stop Quickly and Safely 

2.17.3 – Brake Failure 
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2.17.4 – Tire Failure 
 

 

2.18.1 – How Antilock Braking Systems 
Work 

2.18.2 – Vehicles Required to Have 
Antilock Braking Systems 

 
2.18.3 – How to Know If Your Vehicle Is 
Equipped with ABS 
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2.18.4 – How ABS Helps You 

2.18.5 – ABS on the Tractor Only or Only 
on the Trailer 

2.18.6 – Braking with ABS 

2.18.7 – Braking If ABS Is Not Working 

2.18.8 – Safety Reminders 
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2.19.1 – Drive-wheel Skids 

2.19.2 – Correcting a Drive-wheel Braking 
Skid 

2.19.3 – Front-wheel Skids 
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2.20.1 – Protect the Area 

2.20.2 – Notify Authorities 

2.20.3 – Care for the Injured 

 
2.21.1 – Causes of Fire 

2.21.2 – Fire Prevention 

2.21.3 – Fire Fighting 
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Wood, Paper, Ordinary Combustibles 

Gasoline, Oil, Grease, Other Greasy 
Liquids 

Electrical Equipment Fires 

Fires in Combustible Metals 
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2.22.1 – Alcohol and Driving 
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2.22.2 – Other Drugs 
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2.22.3 – Illness 

2.23.1 – What Are Hazardous Materials? 

2.23.2 – Why Are There Rules? 

2.23.3 – Lists of Regulated Products 
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3.2.1 – Definitions You Should Know 

or the gross vehicle 
weights (GVWs)

(The underlined and italicized text above is for 
use by roadside enforcement only to determine 
whether the driver/vehicle is subject to CDL 
regulations. It is not used to determine 
whether a vehicle is representative for the 
purposes of Skills testing). 

3.2.2 – Legal Weight Limits 
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3.2.3 – Don't Be Top-heavy 

3.2.4 – Balance the Weight 

3.3.1 – Blocking and Bracing 

3.3.2 – Cargo Tie-down 
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3.3.3 – Header Boards 

3.3.4 – Covering Cargo 

3.3.5 – Sealed and Containerized Loads 

3.4.1 – Dry Bulk 

3.4.2 – Hanging Meat 

3.4.3 – Livestock 

3.4.4 – Oversized Loads 
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4.1.1 – Vehicle Systems 

4.1.2 – Access Doors and Panels 

4.1.3 – Bus Interior 

4.1.4 – Roof Hatches 

 
4.1.5 – Use Your Seatbelt! 
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4.2.1 – Hazardous Materials 

4.2.2 – Forbidden Hazardous Materials 

4.2.3 – Standee Line 

4.2.4 – At Your Destination 

4.3.1 – Passenger Supervision 
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4.3.2 – At Stops 

4.3.3 – Common Accidents 

4.3.4 – Speed on Curves 

4.3.5 – Railroad-highway Crossing/ Stops 

4.3.6 – Drawbridges 
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5.1.1 – Air Compressor 

5.1.2 – Air Compressor Governor 

5.1.3 – Air Storage Tanks 

5.1.4 – Air Tank Drains 
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5.1.5 – Alcohol Evaporator 

5.1.6 – Safety Valve 

5.1.7 – The Brake Pedal 

5.1.8 – Foundation Brakes 

5.1.9 – Supply Pressure Gauges 

5.1.10 – Application Pressure Gauge 
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5.1.11 – Low Air Pressure Warning 

5.1.12 – Stop Light Switch 

5.1.13 – Front Brake Limiting Valve 
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5.1.14 – Spring Brakes 

5.1.15 – Parking Brake Controls 

5.1.16 – Antilock Braking Systems (ABS) 
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Section 5 – Air Brakes Page 5-6 
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5.3.1 – During Step 2 Engine Compartment 
Checks 

5.3.2 – During Step 5 Walk-around 
Inspection 
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5.3.3 – Step 7 Final Air Brake Check 
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5.4.1 – Normal Stops 

5.4.2 – Braking with Antilock Brakes 
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5.4.3 – Emergency Stops 

5.4.4 – Stopping Distance 

5.4.5 – Brake Fading or Failure 

5.4.6 – Proper Braking Technique 
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5.4.7 – Low Air Pressure 

5.4.8 – Parking Brakes 
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Section 5 – Air Brakes Page 5-11 
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Never leave your vehicle unattended 
without applying the parking brakes or 
chocking the wheels. Your vehicle might 
roll away and cause injury and damage. 
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6.1.1 – Rollover Risks 

6.1.2 – Steer Gently 

6.1.3 – Brake Early 
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6.1.4 – Railroad-highway Crossings 6.1.5 – Prevent Trailer Skids 
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6.1.6 – Turn Wide 

6.1.7 – Backing with a Trailer. 
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6.2.1 – Trailer Hand Valve 
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6.2.2 – Tractor Protection Valve 

6.2.3 – Trailer Air Supply Control 

6.2.4 – Trailer Air-lines 

6.2.5 – Hose Couplers (Glad Hands) 
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6.2.6 – Trailer Air Tanks 

6.2.7 – Shut-off Valves 

6.2.8 – Trailer Service, Parking and 
Emergency Brakes 
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6.3.1 – Trailers Required to Have ABS 

6.3.2 – Braking with ABS 

6.4.1 – Coupling Tractor-Semitrailers 
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6.4.2 – Uncoupling Tractor-Semitrailers 
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6.5.1 – Additional Things to Check during a 
Walk-around Inspection 
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6.5.2 – Combination Vehicle Brake Check 
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7.1.1 – Prevent Trailer from Rolling Over 

7.1.2 – Beware of the Crack-the-whip Effect 

7.1.3 – Inspect Completely 

7.1.4 – Look Far Ahead 

7.1.5 – Manage Space 

7.1.6 – Adverse Conditions 

7.1.7 – Parking the Vehicle 

7.1.8 – Antilock Braking Systems on 
Converter Dollies 

7.2.1 – Coupling Twin Trailers 
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7.2.2 – Uncoupling Twin Trailers 

7.2.3 – Coupling and Uncoupling Triple 
Trailers 

7.2.4 – Coupling and Uncoupling Other 
Combinations 
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7.3.1 – Additional Checks 

7.3.2 – Additional Things to Check during a 
Walk-around Inspection 

7.4.1 – Additional Air Brake Checks 
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8.1.1 – Leaks 

8.1.2 – Check Special Purpose Equipment 

8.1.3 – Special Equipment 

8.2.1 – High Center of Gravity 
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8.2.2 – Danger of Surge 

8.2.3 – Bulkheads 

8.2.4 – Baffled Tanks 

8.2.5 – Un-baffled Tanks 

8.2.6 – Outage 

8.2.7 – How Much to Load? 

8.3.1 – Drive Smoothly 

8.3.2 – Controlling Surge 

8.3.3 – Curves 

8.3.4 – Stopping Distance 

8.3.5 – Skids 
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9.1.1 – Contain the Material 

9.1.2 – Communicate the Risk 

9.1.3 – Assure Safe Drivers and Equipment 

9.2.1 – The Shipper 

9.2.2 – The Carrier 

9.2.3 – The Driver 

9.3.1 – Definitions 
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9.3.2 – Package Labels 
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9.3.3 – Lists of Regulated Products 
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9.3.4 – The Shipping Paper 

 
9.3.5 – The Item Description 
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9.3.6 – Shipper's Certification 

9.3.7 – Package Markings and Labels 

9.3.8 – Recognizing Hazardous Materials 

9.3.9 – Hazardous Waste Manifest 

9.3.10 – Placarding 
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9.3.11 – Placard Tables 
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9.4.1 – General Loading Requirements 
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9.5.1 – Markings 
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9.5.2 – Tank Loading 

9.5.3 – Flammable Liquids 

 
9.5.4 – Compressed Gas 

9.6.1 – Parking with Division 1.1, 1.2, or 1.3 
Explosives  
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9.6.2 – Parking a Placarded Vehicle Not 
Transporting Division 1.1, 1.2, or 1.3) 
Explosives 

9.6.3 – Attending Parked Vehicles 

9.6.4 – No Flares! 

 
9.6.5 – Route Restrictions 

9.6.6 – No Smoking 

9.6.7 – Refuel with Engine Off 

9.6.8 – 10 B C Fire Extinguisher 

9.6.9 – Check Tires  
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9.6.10 – Where to Keep Shipping Papers 
and Emergency Response Information 

9.6.11 – Equipment for Chlorine 

9.6.12 – Stop before Railroad Crossings 

9.7.1 – Emergency Response Guidebook 
(ERG) 

9.7.2 – Crashes/Incidents 
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9.7.3 – Fires 

9.7.4 – Responses to Specific Hazards 
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9.7.5 – Required Notification 
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10.1.1 – Danger Zones 

10.1.2 – Correct Mirror Adjustment 

10.1.3 – Outside Left and Right Side Flat 
Mirrors 
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10.1.4 – Outside Left and Right Side 
Convex Mirrors 

10.1.5 – Outside Left and Right Side 
Crossover Mirrors 
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10.1.6 – Overhead Inside Rearview Mirror 

10.2.1 – Approaching the Stop 
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10.2.2 – Loading Procedures 

10.2.3 – Unloading Procedures on the 
Route 
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10.2.4 – Unloading Procedures at School 
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10.2.5 – Special Dangers of Loading and 
Unloading 

10.2.6 – Post-trip Inspection 
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10.3.1 – Planning for Emergencies 

10.3.2 – Evacuation Procedures 
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10.4.1 – Types of Crossings 

10.4.2 – Warning Signs and Devices 
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10.4.3 – Recommended Procedures 
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10.4.4 – Special Situations 

10.5.1 – Don’t Deal with On-bus Problems 
When Loading and Unloading 

10.5.2 – Handling Serious Problems 
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10.6.1 – Vehicles Required to Have 
Antilock Braking Systems 

10.6.2 – How ABS Helps You 

 
10.6.3 – Braking with ABS 

 
10.6.4 – Braking if ABS is Not Working 
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10.6.5 – Safety Reminders 

10.7.1 – Strobe Lights 

 
10.7.2 – Driving in High Winds 

10.7.3 – Backing 

 
10.7.4 – Tail Swing 
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11.1.1 Engine Compartment (Engine Off) 

11.1.2 – Cab Check/Engine Start 
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11.2.1– Steering 

11.2.2 – Suspension 
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11.2.3 – Brakes 

 
 
 
 

11.2.4 – Wheels 

 
11.2.5 – Side of Vehicle 
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11.2.6 – Rear of Vehicle 

11.2.7 – Tractor/Coupling 
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11.4.1 – Trailer Front 

11.4.2 – Side of Trailer 

11.4.3 – Remainder of Trailer 

11.5.1 – Passenger Items 

 
11.5.2 – Entry/ Exit 
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11.5.3 – External Inspection of Coach/ 
Transit Bus 

 
11.5.4 – Remainder of Coach/ Transit Bus 

11.6.1 – Class A Vehicle Inspection Test 

11.6.2 – Class B and C Vehicle Inspection 
Test 
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12.2.1 – Straight Line Backing 

12.2.2 – Offset Back/Right 

12.2.3 – Offset Back/Left 

12.2.4 – Parallel Park (Driver Side) 
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12.2.5 – Parallel Park (Conventional) 

12.2.6 – Alley Dock 
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13.1.1 – Turns 

13.1.2 – Intersections 
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13.1.3 – Urban Business 

 
13.1.4 –Lane Changes 

13.1.5 – Expressway or Rural/Limited 
Access Highway 

13.1.6 – Stop/Start 

13.1.7 – Curve 
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13.1.8 – Railroad Crossing 

13.1.9 – Bridge/Overpass/Sign 

13.1.10 – Student Discharge (School Bus) 

13.1.11(a) – Clutch Usage (for Manual 
Transmission) 
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13.1.12(b) – Gear Usage (for Manual 
Transmission) 

13.1.13(c) – Brake Usage  

13.1.14(d) – Lane Usage 

13.1.15 – Steering  

13.1.16 – Regular Traffic Checks  

 

13.1.17 – Use of Turn Signals  
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