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Symptoms

Causes Graves' disease is caused by a

malfunction in the body's .
. Thyroid gland
Risk factors disease-fighting immune Tj y 9 CON CE RN E D AB‘
Complications system, although the exact - ARTH R ITIS')
reason why this happens is still .
Preparing for your unknown.
appointment
One normal immune system response is the production of

Tests and diagnosis antibodies designed to target a specific virus, bacterium or other ——— =
Treatments and drugs foreign substance. In Graves' disease — for reasons that aren't i

well understood — the body produces an antibody to one part of : MAYO CLINIC
Lifestyle and home the cells in the thyroid gland, a hormone-producing gland in the an RTHRITIS
remedies neck. A tom b I PTL

Normally, thyroid function is regulated by a hormone released by
Products and services a tiny gland at the base of the brain (pituitary gland). The antibody
associated with Graves' disease — thyrotropin receptor antibody
(TRAD) — acts like the regulatory pituitary hormone. That means
that TRAb overrides the normal regulation of the thyroid, causing

an overproduction of thyroid hormones (hyperthyroidism). This new book from MEYD Clir

C fG ' obhthal th provides the answers you need to
ause of Lraves ophthaimopathy more COMFORTABLE and ACTIV

This condition results from a buildup of certain carbohydrates in
the skin — the cause of which also isn't known. It appears that the

same antibody that can cause thyroid dysfunction may also have LEARN MORE
an "attraction" to tissues surrounding the eyes.

Graves' ophthalmopathy often appears at the same time as
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hyperthyroidism or several months later. But signs and symptoms
of ophthalmopathy may appear years before or after the onset of
hyperthyroidism. Graves' ophthalmopathy can also occur even if

there's no hyperthyroidism.
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