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Please be aware that the NFA Handbook is not available in a printed version. Our goal is to ensure
the regular update and availability of this document without going through the time intensive and
costly process of printing. This will result in the continuous availability of a more current and
accurate guidebook.

Please do not contact ATF's NFA Branch or Distribution Center for a printed version. The NFA
Handbook is not available from the Department of Justice or the Government Printing Office.

Chief, NFA Branch

Preface
This handbook is primarily for the use of persons in the business of importing, manufacturing, and
dealing in firearms defined by the National Firearms Act (NFA) or persons intending to go into an
NFA firearms business. It should also be helpful to collectors of NFA firearms and other persons
having questions about the application of the NFA.

This publication is not a law book. Rather, it is intended as a "user friendly" reference book
enabling the user to quickly find answers to questions concerning the NFA. Nevertheless, it should
also be useful to attorneys seeking basic information about the NFA and how the law has been
interpreted by ATF. The book's Table of Contents will be helpful to the user in locating needed
information.

Although the principal focus of the handbook is the NFA, the book necessarily covers provisions of
the Gun Control Act of 1968 and the Arms Export Control Act impacting NFA firearms businesses
and collectors.

The book is the product of a joint effort between ATF and the National Firearms Act Trade and
Collectors Association. ATF takes this opportunity to express its appreciation to the Association for
its assistance in writing and making this publication possible.

Home » What We Do » Mission Areas » Firearms » Tools & Services for Firearms Industry

Firearms Home

Firearms Q&As

Tools & Services for Law
Enforcement

Tools & Services for
Firearms Industry

Listing of Federal Firearms
Licensees

State Laws & Published
Ordinances

Apply for a License

Current Licensees

FEID Customer Service
Standards

Curios and Relics

Imports, Variances, Stamps
& Verification Guides

National Firearms Act
Handbook

Brady Law

Firearms Forms

Rules and Regulations

Firearms Publications

WHO WE ARE WHAT WE DO RESOURCES

https://www.atf.gov/files/publications/download/p/atf-p-5320-8/atf-p-5320-8-chapter-1.pdf
https://www.atf.gov/files/publications/download/p/atf-p-5320-8/atf-p-5320-8-chapter-2.pdf
https://www.atf.gov/files/publications/download/p/atf-p-5320-8/atf-p-5320-8-chapter-3.pdf
https://www.atf.gov/files/publications/download/p/atf-p-5320-8/atf-p-5320-8-chapter-4.pdf
https://www.atf.gov/files/publications/download/p/atf-p-5320-8/atf-p-5320-8-chapter-5.pdf
https://www.atf.gov/files/publications/download/p/atf-p-5320-8/atf-p-5320-8-chapter-5.pdf
https://www.atf.gov/files/publications/download/p/atf-p-5320-8/atf-p-5320-8-chapter-6.pdf
https://www.atf.gov/%3Cfront%3E
https://www.atf.gov/about/what-we-do
https://www.atf.gov/about/mission-areas
https://www.atf.gov/firearms
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/tools-services-firearms-industry
https://www.atf.gov/firearms
https://www.atf.gov/questions-and-answers/firearms-qas
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/tools-services-law-enforcement
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/tools-services-firearms-industry
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/updated-atf-federal-firearms-licensee-ffl-listings-page
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/state-laws-and-published-ordinances-firearms-33rd-edition
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/apply-license
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/current-licensees
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/firearms-and-explosives-industry-division-customer-service-standards
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/curios-relics
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/imports-variances-stamps-verification-guides
https://www.atf.gov/rules-and-regulations/brady-law
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/firearms-forms
https://www.atf.gov/rules-and-regulations
https://www.atf.gov/resource-center/publications-library?search_api_views_fulltext=&field_document_type_1=All&og_group_ref=1&=Apply&field_document_type_value=All&og_group_ref_target_id=186
https://www.atf.gov/firearms
https://www.atf.gov/questions-and-answers/firearms-qas
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/tools-services-law-enforcement
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/tools-services-law-enforcement
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/tools-services-firearms-industry
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/tools-services-firearms-industry
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/updated-atf-federal-firearms-licensee-ffl-listings-page
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/updated-atf-federal-firearms-licensee-ffl-listings-page
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/state-laws-and-published-ordinances-firearms-33rd-edition
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/state-laws-and-published-ordinances-firearms-33rd-edition
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/apply-license
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/current-licensees
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/firearms-and-explosives-industry-division-customer-service-standards
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/firearms-and-explosives-industry-division-customer-service-standards
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/curios-relics
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/imports-variances-stamps-verification-guides
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/imports-variances-stamps-verification-guides
https://www.atf.gov/rules-and-regulations/brady-law
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/firearms-forms
https://www.atf.gov/rules-and-regulations
https://www.atf.gov/resource-center/publications-library?search_api_views_fulltext=&field_document_type_1=All&og_group_ref=1&=Apply&field_document_type_value=All&og_group_ref_target_id=186
https://www.atf.gov/
https://www.atf.gov/
https://www.atf.gov/about/who-we-are
https://www.atf.gov/about/what-we-do
https://www.atf.gov/resource-center


National Firearms Act Handbook | Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives

https://www.atf.gov/firearms/national-firearms-act-handbook[4/22/2019 10:19:31 AM]

Download the complete NFA Handbook (10.1
MB)

Cover
Preface
Table of Contents

Manufacturing NFA Firearms
Importing NFA Firearms
Transfers of NFA Firearms
Collectors of NFA Firearms
Exportation of NFA Firearms
Recordkeeping
Required Reports and Notifications to ATF
Going Out of Business
Penalties and Sanctions

 

Appendices:
NFA, 26 U.S.C. Chapter 53
Rulings and ATF Articles
ATF Forms
Sample Form Letters

Last Reviewed September 22, 2016

https://www.atf.gov/files/publications/download/p/atf-p-5320-8/atf-p-5320-8.pdf
https://www.atf.gov/files/publications/download/p/atf-p-5320-8/atf-p-5320-8.pdf
https://www.atf.gov/files/publications/download/p/atf-p-5320-8/atf-p-5320-8-cover.pdf
https://www.atf.gov/files/publications/download/p/atf-p-5320-8/atf-p-5320-8-preface.pdf
https://www.atf.gov/files/publications/download/p/atf-p-5320-8/atf-p-5320-8-table-of-contents.pdf
https://www.atf.gov/files/publications/download/p/atf-p-5320-8/atf-p-5320-8-chapter-7.pdf
https://www.atf.gov/files/publications/download/p/atf-p-5320-8/atf-p-5320-8-chapter-8.pdf
https://www.atf.gov/files/publications/download/p/atf-p-5320-8/atf-p-5320-8-chapter-9.pdf
https://www.atf.gov/files/publications/download/p/atf-p-5320-8/atf-p-5320-8-chapter-10.pdf
https://www.atf.gov/files/publications/download/p/atf-p-5320-8/atf-p-5320-8-chapter-11.pdf
https://www.atf.gov/files/publications/download/p/atf-p-5320-8/atf-p-5320-8-chapter-12.pdf
https://www.atf.gov/files/publications/download/p/atf-p-5320-8/atf-p-5320-8-chapter-13.pdf
https://www.atf.gov/files/publications/download/p/atf-p-5320-8/atf-p-5320-8-chapter-14.pdf
https://www.atf.gov/files/publications/download/p/atf-p-5320-8/atf-p-5320-8-chapter-15.pdf
https://www.atf.gov/files/publications/download/p/atf-p-5320-8/atf-p-5320-8-appendix-a.pdf
https://www.atf.gov/files/publications/download/p/atf-p-5320-8/atf-p-5320-8-appendix-b.pdf
https://www.atf.gov/files/publications/download/p/atf-p-5320-8/atf-p-5320-8-appendix-c.pdf
https://www.atf.gov/files/publications/download/p/atf-p-5320-8/atf-p-5320-8-appendix-d.pdf


National Firearms Act Handbook | Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives

https://www.atf.gov/firearms/national-firearms-act-handbook[4/22/2019 10:19:31 AM]

WHO WE ARE
About
Executive Staff
Organization
Structure
Our History

WHAT WE DO
Firearms
Explosives
Arson
Alcohol & Tobacco

NEWS
Press Releases
Advisories
Reward Notices
Media Contacts

CAREERS
Becoming a Special
Agent
Becoming an
Industry Operations
Investigator

RESOURCE
CENTER
Statistics
Freedom of
Information Act
Most Wanted
Download Forms

OPEN
GOVERNMENT
Privacy Policy
Legal Policies &
Disclaimers
USA.gov
No Fear Act

Site Map
Accessibility & Plug-Ins
ATF.gov is an official site of the U.S. Department of Justice

Keep up with the latest ATF updates:     

https://www.atf.gov/about/who-we-are
https://www.atf.gov/about
https://www.atf.gov/about/executive-staff
https://www.atf.gov/about/organization-structure
https://www.atf.gov/about/organization-structure
https://www.atf.gov/our-history/our-history
https://www.atf.gov/about/what-we-do
https://www.atf.gov/firearms
https://www.atf.gov/explosives
https://www.atf.gov/arson
https://www.atf.gov/alcohol-tobacco
https://www.atf.gov/news
https://www.atf.gov/news/press-releases
https://www.atf.gov/news/advisories
https://www.atf.gov/news/reward-notices
https://www.atf.gov/news/press-and-media-contacts
https://www.atf.gov/careers
https://www.atf.gov/careers/becoming-special-agent
https://www.atf.gov/careers/becoming-special-agent
https://www.atf.gov/careers/becoming-industry-operations-investigator
https://www.atf.gov/careers/becoming-industry-operations-investigator
https://www.atf.gov/careers/becoming-industry-operations-investigator
https://www.atf.gov/resource-center
https://www.atf.gov/resource-center
https://www.atf.gov/resource-center/data-statistics
https://www.atf.gov/resource-center/freedom-information-act-foia
https://www.atf.gov/resource-center/freedom-information-act-foia
https://www.atf.gov/most-wanted
https://www.atf.gov/resource-center/forms-library
http://www.justice.gov/open
http://www.justice.gov/open
http://www.justice.gov/doj/privacy-policy
http://www.justice.gov/legalpolicies
http://www.justice.gov/legalpolicies
http://www.usa.gov/
http://www.justice.gov/jmd/eeo-program-status-report
https://www.atf.gov/home/site-map
https://www.atf.gov/content/about/accessibility-policy
https://www.atf.gov/
http://www.justice.gov/

	atf.gov
	National Firearms Act Handbook | Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives


	1maXJlYXJtcy1hY3QtaGFuZGJvb2sA: 
	form1: 
	query: 
	op: 




