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What is cellulitis?

Cellulitis is a common
infection of the lower
layers of skin (dermis) and
the subcutaneous tissues
(areas underneath the
skin) caused by a bacterial
infection. While cellulitis sometimes develops
around wounds in the skin or surgical
incisions, in other cases it arises without an
obvious source for the bacterial infection.
Staphylococci are the bacteria that most
commonly cause cellulitis, followed by
Streptococci. Less commonly, other types of
bacteria may cause cellulitis.

What are the symptoms of cellulitis?

Cellulitis usually begins as a small area of
pain and redness on the skin. This area
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What is cellulitis? What
are cellulitis symptoms
and signs?

Cellulitis is a bacterial infection of
the skin and tissues beneath the
skin. Cellulitis usually begins as a
small area of tenderness, swelling,
and redness that spreads to
adjacent skin. As this red area
begins to enlarge, the affected
person may develop a
fever -- sometimes with chills and
sweats -- and swollen lymph nodes
("swollen glands") near the area of
infected skin.

Unlike impetigo, which is a very
superficial skin infection, cellulitis is
an infection that also involves the
skin's deeper layers: the dermis
and subcutaneous tissue. The main
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spreads to surrounding tissues, resulting in the
typical signs of inflammation – redness,
swelling, warmth, and pain. A person with
cellulitis can also develop fever and/or swollen
lymph nodes in the area of the infection.

Find out how cellulitis is treated »
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Next: What are cellulitis risk factors?

bacteria responsible for cellulitis are
Streptococcus and Staphylococcus
("staph"), the same bacteria that
can cause impetigo. MRSA
(methicillin-resistant Staph aureus)
can also cause cellulitis.
Sometimes, other bacteria (for
example, Hemophilus influenzae,
Pneumococcus, and Clostridium species) may cause cellulitis as well.

Where does cellulitis occur?

Cellulitis may occur anywhere on the body, but the lower leg is the most common
site of the infection (particularly in the area of the tibia or shinbone and in the
foot), followed by the arm, and then the head and neck areas. In special
circumstances, such as following surgery or trauma wounds, cellulitis can develop
in the abdomen or chest areas. People with morbid obesity can also develop
cellulitis in the abdominal skin. Special types of cellulitis are sometimes
designated by the location of the infection. Examples include periorbital (around
the eye socket) cellulitis, buccal (cheek) cellulitis, facial cellulitis, and perianal
cellulitis.

What does cellulitis look like?

The signs of cellulitis include redness, warmth, swelling, and pain in the involved
tissues. Any skin wound or ulcer that exhibits these signs may be developing
cellulitis.

Other forms of noninfected inflammation may mimic cellulitis. People with poor leg
circulation, for instance, often develop scaly redness on the shins and ankles; this
is called "stasis dermatitis" and is often mistaken for the bacterial infection of
cellulitis.

What does cellulitis look like?

MRSA stands for methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus
aureus (S. aureus) bacteria. This organism is known for
causing skin infections in addition to many other types
of infections. There are other designations in the
scientific literature for these bacteria according to where
the bacteria are acquired by patients, such as
community-acquired MRSA (CA-MRSA or CMRSA),
hospital-acquired or health-care-acquired MRSA (HA-
MRSA or HMRSA), or epidemic MRSA (EMRSA).
Statistical data suggest that as many as 19,000 people
per year die from MRSA in the U.S.; current data
suggest this number has declined by about 25%-35% in
recent years, in part,  because of prevention practices at
hospitals and home care.

Although S. aureus has been causing infections (Staph
infections) probably as long as the human race has
existed, MRSA has a relatively short history. MRSA was
first noted in 1961, ab...

Read the MRSA article »

Scales, Plaques &
Eruptions

Eye Diseases
and Conditions

Cancerous
Tumors

Rheumatoid
Arthritis

Popular Collections

all images » all slideshows »

Pill Identifier on
RxList

quick,
easy,
concise

Find a Local
Pharmacy

including
24 hour
pharmacies

Use it Now

Find it Now

Visited 03/8/2011

http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=3425
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=54808
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=11917&page=2
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=11917&page=2
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=11917&page=3
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=11917&page=3
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=11917&questionid=72
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=11917&questionid=72
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=11917&page=2
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=11917&page=2
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/forum.asp?articlekey=11917
http://www.medicinenet.com/cellulitis/glossary.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/cellulitis/city.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=11917&page=2

http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=1991
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=84499
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=943
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=9604
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articleKey=84499
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=107525
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=107525
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=107525
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=107525
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=105621
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=105621
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=105621
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=105621
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=107539
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=107539
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=107539
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=107539
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=94099
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=94099
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=94099
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=94099
http://www.medicinenet.com/image_collection/article.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/image_collection/article.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/image_collection/article.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/slideshows/article.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/slideshows/article.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/slideshows/article.htm
http://www.webmd.com/mobile
http://www.rxlist.com/pill-identification-tool/article.htm
http://www.rxlist.com/pill-identification-tool/article.htm
http://www.rxlist.com/pharmacy/local_locations_pharmacies.htm
http://www.rxlist.com/pharmacy/local_locations_pharmacies.htm


Cellulitis Skin Infection Treatment, Picture, Symptoms, Causes and Diagnosis by MedicineNet.com

http://www.medicinenet.com/cellulitis/article.htm[3/8/2011 10:49:21 AM]

Privacy Policy

Women's Health
Find out what women really need.

 

Infectious
Mononucleosis
Learn About the 'Kissing
Disease'  Caused by EBV

Urinary
Incontinence
What Is It?

Scabies
Stop the Itch Mite

Rheumatoid
Arthritis
Joint-Friendly Routines

Sexual Health
10 Surprising Health
Benefits of Sex

Weird Body
Quirks
From Brain Freeze to
Hiccups

Share This Article

Patient Discussions - Viewers share their comments

Suggested Reading on Cellulitis by Our
Doctors

Cellulitis - Treatments
The MedicineNet physician editors ask:

What was your treatment for cellulitis?

View 12 Comments  |  Submit Your Comment

Cellulitis - Symptoms Experienced
The MedicineNet physician editors asked:

The symptoms of cellulitis can vary greatly from patient to
patient. What were your initial symptoms?

View 26 Comments  |  Submit comment closed

Staph Infection (Staphylococcus Aureus)

Staphylococcus or staph is a group of bacteria that can cause a multitude of
diseases. Staph infections can cause illness directly by infection or indirectly

More

MRSA

MRSA (methicillin resistant Staphylococcus aureus) bacteria causes skin infections
with the following signs and symptoms: cellulitis, abscesses, carbuncles,

More

Diabetes

Diabetes mellitus is a chronic condition characterized by high levels of sugar
(glucose) in the blood. The two types of diabetes are referred to as type

Related Diseases & Conditions 10 articles

Medications 3 articles

Procedures & Tests 0 articles

Pictures, Images & Illustrations 2 articles

Doctor's & Expert's Views 6 articles

Health News 0 articles

Health Features 0 articles

Visited 03/8/2011

javascript:myVoid()
javascript:myVoid()
http://www.webmd.com/policies/about-privacy-policy
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=98275
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=98275
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=98275
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=97281
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=97281
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=97281
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=100177
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=100177
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=94198
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=94198
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=94198
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=122404
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=120404
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=93849
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=93849
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=93849
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=11917&questionid=505
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=11917&questionid=505
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/submit-viewer-comments.asp?questionid=505
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/submit-viewer-comments.asp?questionid=505
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=11917&questionid=72
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=11917&questionid=72
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=1991
javascript:void(0);
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=84499
javascript:void(0);
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=343
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/forum.asp?articlekey=11917&articletype=pharm
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/forum.asp?articlekey=11917&articletype=pharm
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/forum.asp?articlekey=11917&articletype=pharm
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/forum.asp?articlekey=11917&articletype=pharm
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/forum.asp?articlekey=11917&articletype=proc
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/forum.asp?articlekey=11917&articletype=proc
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/forum.asp?articlekey=11917&articletype=proc
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/forum.asp?articlekey=11917&articletype=proc
http://www.medicinenet.com/cellulitis/index.htm#Pics-Images
http://www.medicinenet.com/cellulitis/index.htm#Pics-Images
http://www.medicinenet.com/cellulitis/index.htm#Pics-Images
http://www.medicinenet.com/cellulitis/index.htm#Pics-Images
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/forum.asp?articlekey=11917&articletype=news
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/forum.asp?articlekey=11917&articletype=news
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/forum.asp?articlekey=11917&articletype=news
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/forum.asp?articlekey=11917&articletype=news
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/forum.asp?articlekey=11917&articletype=itn
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/forum.asp?articlekey=11917&articletype=itn
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/forum.asp?articlekey=11917&articletype=itn
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/forum.asp?articlekey=11917&articletype=itn
http://www.medicinenet.com/cellulitis/index.htm#Health-Features
http://www.medicinenet.com/cellulitis/index.htm#Health-Features
http://www.medicinenet.com/cellulitis/index.htm#Health-Features
http://www.medicinenet.com/cellulitis/index.htm#Health-Features


Cellulitis Skin Infection Treatment, Picture, Symptoms, Causes and Diagnosis by MedicineNet.com

http://www.medicinenet.com/cellulitis/article.htm[3/8/2011 10:49:21 AM]

Answers about Puberty
Depression Med for You?

Fibromyalgia Center
Multiple Sclerosis

Nodding on Night Shift?
Psoriasis Treatment

Teen Girls & Health
Treated OSA with CPAP

Treating Depression
Wellness Videos

Health  Solutions From Our  Sponsors

Health categories: Slideshows | Diseases & Conditions | Symptoms & Signs | Procedures & Tests | Medications | Image Collection | Quizzes | Dictionary | Pet Health

Popular health centers:
Allergies | Arthritis | Blood Pressure | Cancer | Chronic Pain | Cold & Flu | Diabetes | Digestion | Eyesight | Health & Living | Healthy Kids

Hearing & Ear | Heart | Infectious Disease | Men's Health | Mental Health | News & Views | Pregnancy | Sexual Health | Skin | Women's Health | More...

MedicineNet.com: Privacy Policy | Newsletters | RSS | Contact Us | Site Map | WebMD Corporate | WebMD® | Medscape® | eMedicine® | eMedicineHealth® | RxList®

This site complies to the HONcode
standard for trustworthy health
information:
verify here.

©1996-2011 MedicineNet, Inc. All  rights  reserved. Terms of Use.
MedicineNet  does not provide medical  advice, diagnosis  or  treatment. See additional information.

Visited 03/8/2011

http://teens.webmd.com/girls-puberty-10/expert-discussion-puberty
http://www.webmd.com/learning-treat-depression/about-selective-snri
http://www.webmd.com/living-with-fibro/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/relapsing-ms/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/shift-work-disorder-risk/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/plaque-psoriasis-treatment-center/how-treatment-plaque-psoriasis-work
http://teens.webmd.com/girls-puberty-10/expert-discussion-puberty
http://www.webmd.com/improving-wakefulness-osa
http://www.webmd.com/learning-treat-depression/managing-depression
http://www.webmd.com/video-minutes/default.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/slideshows/article.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/diseases_and_conditions/article.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/symptoms_and_signs/article.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/procedures_and_tests/article.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/medications/article.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/image_collection/article.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/quizzes_a-z_list/article.htm
http://www.medterms.com/script/main/hp.asp
http://www.medicinenet.com/pets/pethealth/focus.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/allergies/focus.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/arthritis/focus.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/high_blood_pressure/focus.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/cancer/focus.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/chronic_pain/focus.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/cold_and_flu/focus.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/diabetes/focus.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/digestion/focus.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/eyesight/focus.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/health_and_living/focus.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/healthy_kids/focus.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/hearing/focus.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/heart/focus.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/infectious_disease/focus.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/mens_health/focus.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/mental_health/focus.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/news_and_views/article.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/pregnancy/focus.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/sexual_health/focus.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/skin/focus.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/womens_health/focus.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/diseases_and_conditions/article.htm
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=12507
https://pref.health.webmd.com/mnet/Newslettersignup.asp
http://www.medicinenet.com/rss/article.htm
https://data.webmd.com/sdclive/SdcForm.aspx?FormId=MedNetContact
http://www.medicinenet.com/site_map/article.htm
http://www.wbmd.com/
http://www.webmd.com/
http://www.medscape.com/
http://emedicine.medscape.com/
http://www.emedicinehealth.com/script/main/hp.asp
http://www.rxlist.com/script/main/hp.asp
https://www.hon.ch/HONcode/Conduct.html?HONConduct594277
http://www.hon.ch/HONcode/Conduct.html
http://www.hon.ch/HONcode/Conduct.html
https://www.hon.ch/HONcode/Conduct.html?HONConduct594277
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=12596
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=63261
http://clicktoverify.truste.com/pvr.php?page=validate&companyName=WebMD,%20LLC&sealid=101&ctv_group=WebMD

	medicinenet.com
	Cellulitis Skin Infection Treatment, Picture, Symptoms, Causes and Diagnosis by MedicineNet.com


	VsbHVsaXRpcy9hcnRpY2xlLmh0bQA=: 
	form1: 
	query: 
	I1: 


	VsbHVsaXRpcy9hcnRpY2xlLmh0bQA=: 
	MiniForm: 
	EmailAddr: Enter email address
	submit: 




