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cus·to·dy  noun \ˈkəs-tə-dē\

plural  cus·to·dies

Definition of CUSTODY

: immediate charge and control (as over a ward or a suspect) 

exercised by a person or an authority; also : SAFEKEEPING 

 See custody defined for English-language learners »

See custody defined for kids »

Examples of CUSTODY

She has sole custody of her daughter.

The judge granted custody to the grandparents.

The bank provides safe custody for valuables.

Origin of CUSTODY

Middle English custodie, from Latin custodia guarding, from 

custod-, custos guardian

First Known Use: 15th century
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Related to CUSTODY

Synonyms: care, custodianship, guardianship, keeping, 

safekeeping, trust, ward

[+] more

Learn More About CUSTODY

Thesaurus: All synonyms and antonyms for "custody"

Spanish-English Dictionary: Translation of "custody"

Britannica.com: Encyclopedia article about "custody"
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Next Word in the Dictionary: custom (noun) 

Previous Word in the Dictionary: custodier 

All Words Near: custody
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What made you want to look up custody? Please tell us where 

you read or heard it (including the quote, if possible).

View Seen & Heard highlights from around the site »
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Maria Rivera · Roberto Clemente Community Academy

I HAVE MY RELIGION THAT I LOVE AND BEEN IN IT FOR 25 YEARS 
AND SO ARE MY TWO ADULT KIDS AND NOW I HAVE MY BEAUTIFUL 
GRANDDAUGHTER WHO IS 5 YEARS OLD' ME AND MY DAUGHTER 
WHICH IS THE MOTHER OF THE CHILD WOULD LIKE TO GO TO ON 
A TRIP BUT THE CHILD NEED A PASSPORT IN WHICH THE FATHER 
DOES NOT WANT TO APPLY TO HELPING US WITH THIS' HE DOES 
NOT BELIEVE IN OURS RELIGION DOES NOT CARE FOR IT, AND 
REMIND YOU MY DAUGHTER AND THE BABY FATHER NEVER MARRY 
AND NEVER LIVE TOGETHER HE BARE AROUND AND THIS IS 
WRONG THAT MY DAUGHTER HAS TALKING TO FEW LAWYERS AND 
WE DON'T LIKE WHAT THE ANSWERS ARE? JUST BECAUSE HIS 
NAME IS ON THE BIRTH PAPERS OF MY BABY GIRL.

Reply · Like· May 2 at 1:44pm

Like 112k

Page 2 of 3Custody - Definition and More from the Free Merriam-Webster Dictionary

12/6/2012http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/custody



Online access to a 
legendary resource  
Log In or Sign Up »

Visit our free site designed 
especially for learners and 
teachers of English 
LearnersDictionary.com »

Our Dictionary
On Your Device
Merriam-Webster,  
With Voice Search  
Get the Free Apps! »

Join Us
Merriam-Webster 
on Twitter »

Merriam-Webster 
on Facebook »

Bookstore: Digital and Print
Merriam-Webster references for Mobile, 
Kindle, print, and more. See all »

Webster's Una

WordCentral fo

Other Mer

      

Home Help About Us Shop Advertising Info Dictionary API

Privacy Policy About Our Ads Contact Us Browser Tools

© 2012 Merriam-Webster, Incorporated 

Page 3 of 3Custody - Definition and More from the Free Merriam-Webster Dictionary

12/6/2012http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/custody




