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foul W) adjective \'fa(-9)I\

: very unpleasant to taste or smell

|

: morally bad : very evil

Dr OZ:"Better than a faceliﬁ"

: very bad or unpleasant
MORE QUIZZES

simads,  Name That Thing

Full Definition of FOUL
Take our visual vocab quiz

W Cite!

1 a: offensive to the senses : LoATHSOME Test Your Knowledge »

b : filled or covered with offensive matter

True or False?
2 : full of dirt or mud @ A quick quiz about stuff worth knowing

3 a: morally or spiritually odious : petestaeLe <a foul crime> Take It Now >

b : notably unpleasant or distressing : WRETCHED, HORRID <in
a foul mood=>

Spell It

The commonly misspelled words quiz

S

A,

Hear It, Spell It
4 : ossceng, Ausive <foul language> » =P i

5 a: being wet and stormy TOP 10 LISTS ¢

b : obstructive to navigation <a foul tide> ! What To Call That Groove
Above Your Lip

Words For Things You Didn't Know Have
Names

6 dialect British : HowmELY, ucLy

7 a : TREACHEROUS, DISHONORABLE <fair means or foul>

"Urbane," "Incisive" & Other
Good Things to Be

Top 10 Sophisticated Compliments

b : constituting an infringement of rules in a game or sport
<a foul blow in boxing>

8 : containing marked-up corrections <a foul manuscript>

<foul proofs>
STAY CONNECTED
9 : encrusted, clogged, or choked with a foreign substance

<the chimney was foul and smoked badly> Get Our Free Apps
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10: being odorous and impure : poLLutep <foul air>

11: placed in a situation that impedes physical movement :

ENTANGLED
12: being outside the foul lines in baseball

— foul-ly o) adverb
— foul-ness noun

& See foul defined for English-language learners »
See foul defined for kids »

» the foul odor of rotten eggs
» The medicine left a foul taste in my mouth.

» The weather has been foul all week.

Middle English, from Old English fal; akin to Old High
German fil rotten, Latin pus pus, putére to stink, Greek
pyon pus

First Known Use: before 12th century

Synonyms
bleak, dirty, inclement, nasty, raw, rough, squally,
stormy, tempestuous, turbulent

Antonyms
bright, clear, clement, cloudless, fair, sunny, sunshiny,
unclouded

Related Words
blowy, blustering, blustery, breezy, gusty, windblown,
windswept; cloudy, overcast, sunless; rainy, snowy;
foggy, hazy, misty, murky, soupy

Near Antonyms
rainless; balmy, calm, halcyon, peaceful, placid, pleasant,
serene

more

See Synonym Discussion at dirty

szUI noun
9 ' sports : an action that is against the rules and for which a
e ® Quiz player is given a penalty
Test Your Vocabulary baseball : a batted ball that lands outside the foul lines : a
Take Our 10-Question foul ball

duiz
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sports : to commit a foul

: to commit a foul against (another player)

intransitive verb
1 : to become or be foul: as
a . DECOMPOSE, ROT

b : to become encrusted, clogged, or choked with a foreign
substance

c : to become entangled or come into collision
2 : to commit a violation of the rules in a sport or game
3 : to hit a foul ball
transitive verb
1 : to make foul: as
a : to make dirty : poLLUTE
b : to tangle or come into collision with

c : to encrust with a foreign substance <a ship's bottom
fouled with barnacles>

d: OBSTRUCT, BLOCK
2 DISHONOR, DISCREDIT
3 : to commit a foul against
4 : to hit (a baseball) foul

& See foul defined for English-language learners »
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Examples of FOUL
+ pollutants that foul the air
= She fouled on her first long jump attempt.
+ He was fouled as he attempted the shot.

= He kept fouling pitches into the stands.

First Known Use of FOUL

before 12th century

Related to FOUL

Synonyms
befoul, begrime, bemire, besmirch, blacken, daub, distain
[archaic], dirty, gaum [dialect], grime, mire, muck,
muddy, smirch, smudge, soil, stain, sully

Antonyms
clean, cleanse

Related Words
contaminate, defile, pollute, taint; discolor; confuse,
disarrange, disarray, dishevel, disorder, draggle, jumble,
mess, muddle; colly [chiefly British dialect], crock
[dialect]

Near Antonyms
decontaminate, purge, purify; disinfect, sanitize; brush,
dry-clean, dust, launder, mop, rinse, scour, scrub, sweep,
wash, wipe; brighten, deodorize, freshen, renew, spruce

(up); straighten (up), tidy (up)

more

4f0 u I adverb

Definition of FOUL

in a foul manner : so as to be foul

First Known Use of FOUL

13th century

Learn More About FOUL

& Thesaurus: All synonyms and antonyms for "foul"”
§) Spanish Central Translation: "foul" in Spanish

{z} Britannica.com: Encyclopedia article about "foul"

Browse

* Next Word in the Dictionary: foul anchor
* Previous Word in the Dictionary: foujdar
* All Words Near: foul

& Seen & Heard »?

What made you want to look up foul? Please tell us where you
read or heard it (including the quote, if possible).
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11 comments «

Add a comment...

Maria ‘Maruchy' Mendoza
- every foul cometh ther to choose his mate
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