
Refractory - Definition and More from the Free Merriam-Webster Dictionary

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/refractory[3/4/2011 11:47:41 AM]

Word Games Word of the Day New Words & Slang Video

Popularity

1

2

3

Top 10 Rare &
Amusing Insults

Merriam-Webster's Dictionary
with Voice Search

 

refractory
6 ENTRIES FOUND:

Ads by Google
Chicago Coupons
1 ridiculously huge coupon a day. It's like doing Chicago at 90% off!
www.Groupon.com/Chicago

1re·frac·to·ry  adj \ri-ˈfrak-t(ə-)rē\

Definition of REFRACTORY

: resisting control or authority : STUBBORN, UNMANAGEABLE

a : resistant to treatment or cure <a refractory lesion>

b : unresponsive to stimulus

c : IMMUNE, INSUSCEPTIBLE <after recovery they were refractory
to infection>

: difficult to fuse, corrode, or draw out; especially : capable
of enduring high temperature

— re·frac·to·ri·ly  adverb
— re·frac·to·ri·ness  noun

 See refractory defined for English-language learners »

Examples of REFRACTORY

<refractory players will be ejected from the game>

<believing that rules are only for other people, he's been
refractory virtually his entire life>

Origin of REFRACTORY

alteration of refractary, from Latin refractarius, irregular
from refragari to oppose, from re- + -fragari (as in
suffragari to support with one's vote)

First Known Use: 1606

Related to REFRACTORY

The Language of Love (And
Related Emotions)
Top 10 Words for Valentine's Day

"Charlatan"
After Charlie Sheen called a radio show to
offer his opinions ... more »

"Anodyne"
In an article discussing controversial
policy decisions ... more »

1) refractory (adjective)

2) refractory (noun)

refractory period (noun)
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Synonyms: balky, contrary, contumacious, defiant,
froward, incompliant, insubordinate, intractable,
obstreperous, rebel, rebellious, recalcitrant, recusant,
disobedient, restive, ungovernable, unruly, untoward,
wayward, willful (or wilful)

Antonyms: amenable, biddable, compliant, conformable,
docile, obedient, ruly, submissive, tractable
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