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Landfill cleanup plan OK'd

ELKHART -- Cleanup of the old Himco landfill could begin soon.
 
The former dump -- one of Elkhart's longtime environmental trouble spots -- earned a spot on the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency's national priorities Superfund list in 1990.
 
Since the early 1970s the dump drew EPA attention after hazardous waste buried there began polluting the air and
nearby residents complained of color, taste and odor problems from their wells.
 

The federal agency found contaminants including arsenic, copper,
lead, mercury and manganese in monitoring wells around the
Cleveland Township site.
 
The property near C.R. 10 and Nappanee Street hasn't been used
as a dump since 1976.
 
Now, Bayer Health Care and about 30 other companies that
disposed of waste at the landfill have agreed to a cleanup plan laid
out by the EPA and Indiana Department of Environmental
Management.
 
That settlement carries a $12 million price tag, said Gary
Toczylowski, Himco site project coordinator. Almost $4 million of that
covers past costs incurred by EPA and IDEM for work done at the
site.
 
A 2005 Truth article reported past costs of close to $6 million. At
that time, negotiations between the EPA and the group of former

users were still ongoing. This final consent decree, completed in
September, is now in a 30-day public comment period.
 
Toczylowski, Bayer's environmental, health and safety director, used Monday night's Elkhart City Council meeting as a
forum to initiate community awareness about the project.
 
A larger community meeting detailing the plan will be set for later this month or early in November.
 
Bayer heads the project because its predecessor, Miles Laboratories, was one of many Elkhart businesses to use the
landfill. Past estimates indicated two-thirds of landfill waste was calcium sulfate from Miles.
 
The cleanup plan includes providing city water to 39 residents east of the landfill and securing those groundwater wells
as well as eight others on the south side of the dump. Those eight households already are on city water.
 
Plans call for a fence to be built around the 60-acre dump and for a substantial amount of top soil to cover the site after
debris and trash are removed.
 
Additional monitoring wells will be added, and eventual redevelopment options evaluated.
 
Total remediation, Toczylowski said, will take about four years and should begin with residential water main connections
in 2008. A 30-year groundwater monitoring period will follow.
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Post this story to your facebook page.

 
"We inherited (this problem), and we're thrilled that Bayer and other contributing partners worked out an agreement to
move this from a problem site to a fixed site," Mayor Dave Miller said. "When all is said and done this property will
contribute to the community again."
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Let's discuss 'Landfill cleanup plan OK'd'.

Cleanup of the old Himco landfill could begin soon. The former dump -- one
of Elkhart's longtime environmental trouble spots -- earned a spot on the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's national priorities Superfund list in
1990. Since the early 1970s the dump drew EPA attention after hazardous
waste buried there began polluting the air and nearby residents complained
of color, taste and odor problems from their wells.
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Astonishing to me that this is just now being addressed.  Stories about this
property being a hazardous dump have been circulating since I attended
Memorial High School near this property th..th..thirty  years ago.
Glad to know it is finally being cleaned up.
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