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tam·per  [tam-per]  Show IPA

verb (used without object)
to meddle, especially for the purpose of altering, damaging,
or misusing (usually followed by with ): Someone has been
tampering with the lock.

to make changes in something, especially in order to falsify
(usually followed by with ): to tamper with official records.

to engage secretly or improperly in something.
to engage in underhand or corrupt dealings, especially in
order to influence improperly (usually followed by with ): Any
lawyer who tries to tamper with a jury should be disbarred.

Origin: 
1560–70; probably variant of temper (v.)

Related forms
tam·per·er, noun
un·tam·pered, adjective

Synonyms 
1.  interfere. 

1 

:09Tamper is one of our favorite verbs.
So is yaff. Does it mean:

to run away hurriedly; flee.

to bark; yelp.

LEARN MORE FUN, UNUSUAL VERBS WITH WORD DYNAMO...

Word Dynamo By Dictionary.com

MORE

-Gilbert Keith Chesterton

MORE

  
FAVORITES RECENT How many words do you know? FIND

OUT

VIEWED 01/12/2012

http://app.dictionary.com/signup?source=header_dict&logindest=http%3A%2F%2Fdictionary.reference.com%2Fbrowse%2Ftamper
http://app.dictionary.com/login?source=header_dict&logindest=http%3A%2F%2Fdictionary.reference.com%2Fbrowse%2Ftamper
http://dictionary.reference.com/
http://thesaurus.com/browse/tamper
http://thesaurus.com/browse/tamper
http://dynamo.dictionary.com/?mp_source=ihzyvr
http://dynamo.dictionary.com/?mp_source=ihzyvr
http://dynamo.dictionary.com/?mp_source=ihzyvr
http://quotes.dictionary.com/
http://quotes.dictionary.com/
http://www.reference.com/browse/tamper
http://www.reference.com/browse/tamper
http://translate.reference.com/translate?query=tamper
http://translate.reference.com/translate?query=tamper
http://spanish.dictionary.com/
http://ask.reference.com/related/Tamper+Tool?qsrc=2892&l=dir&o=10601
http://ask.reference.com/related/Fire+Sprinkler+Valve+Tamper+Switch?qsrc=2892&l=dir&o=10601
http://ask.reference.com/related/Espresso+Tamper?qsrc=2892&l=dir&o=10601
http://ask.reference.com/related/Hand+Tamper?qsrc=2892&l=dir&o=10601
http://ask.reference.com/related/Tamper+Data?qsrc=2892&l=dir&o=10601
http://ask.reference.com/related/Tamper+Resistant+Prescription+Pads?qsrc=2892&l=dir&o=10601
http://ask.reference.com/related/Tamper+Evident+Tape?qsrc=2892&l=dir&o=10601
http://ask.reference.com/related/Computer+Tampering?qsrc=2892&l=dir&o=10601
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/tammy+wynetter+pugh?qsrc=2446
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/tamo?qsrc=2446
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/tamoxifen?qsrc=2446
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/tamp?qsrc=2446
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/tamp+down?qsrc=2446
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/tampa?qsrc=2446
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/tampa+bay?qsrc=2446
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/manipulate
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/influence
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/destroy
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/intrude
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/corrupt
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/change
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/damage
http://thesaurus.com/browse/tamper

http://thesaurus.com/browse/tamper
http://dictionary.reference.com/etymology/ouija+board?qsrc=3086
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/doctor
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/noodle
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/phreak
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/phreak
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/tamper-resistant
http://dynamo.dictionary.com/?mp_source=6n2gf5
http://dynamo.dictionary.com/?mp_source=6n2gf5
http://dynamo.dictionary.com/?mp_source=6n2gf5
http://dynamo.dictionary.com/?mp_source=6n2gf5
http://dynamo.dictionary.com/?mp_source=6n2gf5
http://dynamo.dictionary.com/?mp_source=6n2gf5
http://dynamo.dictionary.com/?mp_source=6n2gf5
http://dynamo.dictionary.com/?mp_source=oyk7xu
http://dynamo.dictionary.com/?mp_source=oyk7xu

http://quotes.dictionary.com/The_aim_of_life_is_appreciation_there_is
http://quotes.dictionary.com/The_aim_of_life_is_appreciation_there_is
http://quotes.dictionary.com/The_aim_of_life_is_appreciation_there_is
http://quotes.dictionary.com/The_aim_of_life_is_appreciation_there_is
http://quotes.dictionary.com/The_aim_of_life_is_appreciation_there_is


http://dictionary.reference.com/help/luna/Spell_pron_key.html
http://www.thesaurus.com/browse/tamper#visualthesaurus
http://www.thesaurus.com/browse/tamper#visualthesaurus
http://www.thesaurus.com/browse/tamper#visualthesaurus
http://www.thesaurus.com/browse/tamper#visualthesaurus
http://www.thesaurus.com/browse/tamper#visualthesaurus
http://www.thesaurus.com/browse/tamper#visualthesaurus
http://www.google.com/aclk?sa=L&ai=C3mh1avkOT_r2G8i3gwf7srmlCPKJtPcB0MOMlRHO1Zh5EAEgqbvnFygCUJ-P3-v8_____wFgyYb_h_Cj7BLIAQGqBBZP0A6iRTQVRaKgy-kirXqqL5Mtl-1s&num=1&sig=AOD64_0xXTmpgtYYr4mKVLE8mBaz0tvrpw&adurl=http://www.espressozone.com/espresso-tampers.aspx
http://www.google.com/aclk?sa=l&ai=C8BC5avkOT_r2G8i3gwf7srmlCPndzuoB-cmP4xbHp7H_AhACIKm75xcoAlDC5a-QBGDJhv-H8KPsEqABk4-5_wPIAQGqBBNP0H7QRDQWRaL5yv8kSMMJCHFW&num=2&sig=AOD64_2pxZQWcce6R-Fhxum7EBLHPvUasg&adurl=http://www.southern-tool.com/store/compaction_home_page.php
http://dictionary.reference.com/tools/toolbar-adlite/install?trackid=AFS
http://www.google.com/aclk?sa=L&ai=C3mh1avkOT_r2G8i3gwf7srmlCPKJtPcB0MOMlRHO1Zh5EAEgqbvnFygCUJ-P3-v8_____wFgyYb_h_Cj7BLIAQGqBBZP0A6iRTQVRaKgy-kirXqqL5Mtl-1s&num=1&sig=AOD64_0xXTmpgtYYr4mKVLE8mBaz0tvrpw&adurl=http://www.espressozone.com/espresso-tampers.aspx
http://www.google.com/aclk?sa=L&ai=C3mh1avkOT_r2G8i3gwf7srmlCPKJtPcB0MOMlRHO1Zh5EAEgqbvnFygCUJ-P3-v8_____wFgyYb_h_Cj7BLIAQGqBBZP0A6iRTQVRaKgy-kirXqqL5Mtl-1s&num=1&sig=AOD64_0xXTmpgtYYr4mKVLE8mBaz0tvrpw&adurl=http://www.espressozone.com/espresso-tampers.aspx
http://www.google.com/aclk?sa=L&ai=C3mh1avkOT_r2G8i3gwf7srmlCPKJtPcB0MOMlRHO1Zh5EAEgqbvnFygCUJ-P3-v8_____wFgyYb_h_Cj7BLIAQGqBBZP0A6iRTQVRaKgy-kirXqqL5Mtl-1s&num=1&sig=AOD64_0xXTmpgtYYr4mKVLE8mBaz0tvrpw&adurl=http://www.espressozone.com/espresso-tampers.aspx
http://www.google.com/aclk?sa=L&ai=C3mh1avkOT_r2G8i3gwf7srmlCPKJtPcB0MOMlRHO1Zh5EAEgqbvnFygCUJ-P3-v8_____wFgyYb_h_Cj7BLIAQGqBBZP0A6iRTQVRaKgy-kirXqqL5Mtl-1s&num=1&sig=AOD64_0xXTmpgtYYr4mKVLE8mBaz0tvrpw&adurl=http://www.espressozone.com/espresso-tampers.aspx
http://www.google.com/aclk?sa=L&ai=C3mh1avkOT_r2G8i3gwf7srmlCPKJtPcB0MOMlRHO1Zh5EAEgqbvnFygCUJ-P3-v8_____wFgyYb_h_Cj7BLIAQGqBBZP0A6iRTQVRaKgy-kirXqqL5Mtl-1s&num=1&sig=AOD64_0xXTmpgtYYr4mKVLE8mBaz0tvrpw&adurl=http://www.espressozone.com/espresso-tampers.aspx
http://www.google.com/aclk?sa=L&ai=C3mh1avkOT_r2G8i3gwf7srmlCPKJtPcB0MOMlRHO1Zh5EAEgqbvnFygCUJ-P3-v8_____wFgyYb_h_Cj7BLIAQGqBBZP0A6iRTQVRaKgy-kirXqqL5Mtl-1s&num=1&sig=AOD64_0xXTmpgtYYr4mKVLE8mBaz0tvrpw&adurl=http://www.espressozone.com/espresso-tampers.aspx
http://www.google.com/aclk?sa=l&ai=C8BC5avkOT_r2G8i3gwf7srmlCPndzuoB-cmP4xbHp7H_AhACIKm75xcoAlDC5a-QBGDJhv-H8KPsEqABk4-5_wPIAQGqBBNP0H7QRDQWRaL5yv8kSMMJCHFW&num=2&sig=AOD64_2pxZQWcce6R-Fhxum7EBLHPvUasg&adurl=http://www.southern-tool.com/store/compaction_home_page.php
http://www.google.com/aclk?sa=l&ai=C8BC5avkOT_r2G8i3gwf7srmlCPndzuoB-cmP4xbHp7H_AhACIKm75xcoAlDC5a-QBGDJhv-H8KPsEqABk4-5_wPIAQGqBBNP0H7QRDQWRaL5yv8kSMMJCHFW&num=2&sig=AOD64_2pxZQWcce6R-Fhxum7EBLHPvUasg&adurl=http://www.southern-tool.com/store/compaction_home_page.php
http://www.google.com/aclk?sa=l&ai=C8BC5avkOT_r2G8i3gwf7srmlCPndzuoB-cmP4xbHp7H_AhACIKm75xcoAlDC5a-QBGDJhv-H8KPsEqABk4-5_wPIAQGqBBNP0H7QRDQWRaL5yv8kSMMJCHFW&num=2&sig=AOD64_2pxZQWcce6R-Fhxum7EBLHPvUasg&adurl=http://www.southern-tool.com/store/compaction_home_page.php
http://www.google.com/aclk?sa=l&ai=C8BC5avkOT_r2G8i3gwf7srmlCPndzuoB-cmP4xbHp7H_AhACIKm75xcoAlDC5a-QBGDJhv-H8KPsEqABk4-5_wPIAQGqBBNP0H7QRDQWRaL5yv8kSMMJCHFW&num=2&sig=AOD64_2pxZQWcce6R-Fhxum7EBLHPvUasg&adurl=http://www.southern-tool.com/store/compaction_home_page.php
http://www.google.com/aclk?sa=l&ai=C8BC5avkOT_r2G8i3gwf7srmlCPndzuoB-cmP4xbHp7H_AhACIKm75xcoAlDC5a-QBGDJhv-H8KPsEqABk4-5_wPIAQGqBBNP0H7QRDQWRaL5yv8kSMMJCHFW&num=2&sig=AOD64_2pxZQWcce6R-Fhxum7EBLHPvUasg&adurl=http://www.southern-tool.com/store/compaction_home_page.php
http://dictionary.reference.com/tools/toolbar-adlite/install?trackid=AFS
http://dictionary.reference.com/tools/toolbar-adlite/install?trackid=AFS
http://dictionary.reference.com/tools/toolbar-adlite/install?trackid=AFS
http://dictionary.reference.com/tools/toolbar-adlite/install?trackid=AFS
http://dictionary.reference.com/tools/toolbar-adlite/install?trackid=AFS

http://dictionary.reference.com/help/luna/Spell_pron_key.html
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/temper
http://dynamo.dictionary.com/61520/a-few-remarkable-verbs-flashcards?mp_source=pxmmir
http://dictionary.reference.com/reverseresults?q=tamper&db=reverse
http://quotes.dictionary.com/author/Gilbert+Keith+Chesterton
http://quotes.dictionary.com/search/tamper
http://app.dictionary.com/popup?source=favorites&fnCallback=loginuser&callbackAction=addToFav&domaindest=reference.com
http://dynamo.dictionary.com?mp_source=83iy4e/
http://dynamo.dictionary.com?mp_source=83iy4e/
http://dynamo.dictionary.com?mp_source=83iy4e/
http://dynamo.dictionary.com?mp_source=83iy4e/


Tamper | Define Tamper at Dictionary.com

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/tamper[1/12/2012 10:18:21 AM]

Explore the Visual Thesaurus »

View more related words »

Dictionary.com Unabridged
Based on the Random House Dictionary, © Random House, Inc. 2012. 
Cite This Source Link To tamper

Collins English Dictionary - Complete & Unabridged 10th Edition
2009 © William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 © HarperCollins
Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009 
Cite This Source

Online Etymology Dictionary, © 2010 Douglas Harper 

Dictionary.com Unabridgedtamp·er  [tam-per]  Show IPA

noun
a person or thing that tamps.

Origin: 
tamp + -er

2 

1

|

CollinsWorld English Dictionary
tamper  (ˈtæmpə) 

— vb
1.( usually foll by  with ) to interfere or meddle
2.to use corrupt practices such as bribery or blackmail
3.( usually foll by  with ) to attempt to influence or corrupt, esp

by bribery: to tamper with the jury

[C16: alteration of temper  (verb)]

'tamperer 

— n

1 

1

tamper  (ˈtæmpə) 

— n
1.a person or thing that tamps, esp an instrument for packing

down tobacco in a pipe
2.a casing around the core of a nuclear weapon to increase its

efficiency by reflecting neutrons and delaying the expansion

2 

EtymonlineWord Origin & History

tamper 
1567, figurative use of tamper "to work in clay, etc., so as to
mix it thoroughly," probably originally a variant of temper (q.v.),
which is how it was initially spelled. Perhaps it is a dialectal
workmen's pronunciation. Tamperproof is recorded from 1886.
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Merriam-Webster's Dictionary of Law, © 1996 Merriam-Webster, Inc. 
Cite This Source

Merriam-WebsterLegal Dictionary

Main Entry: tam·per 
Function: intransitive verb 
1 :  to bring improper influence to bear (as by bribery or
intimidation) —used with with  < tamper ed  with the jurors> 
2 :  to alter or interfere in an unauthorized or improper manner
—used with with  < tamper ed  with evidence>
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