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MARK KIESLING: Methinks Philpot doth protest too much

Plus there is this: Public officials indicted or charged on federal or state charges have never, in my
30 years of covering this county, had their trials moved to another jurisdiction.

Philpot's mouthpieces claim he cannot get a fair trial because pretrial publicity has tainted the jury
pool.

That's a lot of bull.

More pretrial publicity accompanied the indictments of other public officials, dating back to before |
was born, and that's saying something.

In my tenure at The Times, | have watched the following people indicted: County Clerk Ed
Lukawski. County Sheriff Rudy Bartolomei. County Judges Orval Anderson and Steve Bielak.
Court bailiff John Marine. Gary City Clerk Katie Hall and her daughter Deputy Clerk Junifer Hall.
County Assessor Mike Jankovich. County Auditor Peter Benjamin. County Commissioner Troy
Montgomery. County Councilman Will Smith. County Commissioners Steve Corey, N. Atterson
Spann and Frank A.J. Stodola. East Chicago Mayor George Pabey. East Chicago GOP Chairman-
turned-Democrat Bob Cantrell.

| was doing the list off the top of my head, and | am sure there are some | missed. To those folks,
| apologize for not publicizing your infamy.

But the fact is none of them got cut the slack Philpot is apparently asking for, but | am not sure if
he appears in front of U.S. District Court Judge James (The Blago Hammer) Zagel he is going to
be happy to be in Chicago rather than Hammond.

Philpot's lawyers claim the indictments sparked "community outrage." If anything, the criticism of
the coroner has been remarkably muted.

He'd be better off if he just shut up.

The opinions are solely those of the writer. He can be reached at mark.kiesling@nwi.com or (219)
933-4170.

Call Stevenson & Fairchild OMS at (219) 462-9599
Valparais...
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