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ten·ta·tive  adjective \ˈten-tə-tiv\

Definition of TENTATIVE

: not fully worked out or developed <tentative plans>

: HESITANT, UNCERTAIN <a tentative smile>

— tentative noun
— ten·ta·tive·ly adverb
— ten·ta·tive·ness noun

 See tentative defined for English-language learners »
See tentative defined for kids »

Examples of TENTATIVE

the baby's first tentative steps

We have tentative plans for the weekend.

In the winter, retirees from the Midwest fill the trailer
parks. They are known with tentative affection as
snowbirds. —William Langewiesche, Atlantic, June 1992

[+] more

Origin of TENTATIVE

Medieval Latin tentativus, from Latin tentatus, past participle
of tentare, temptare to feel, try

First Known Use: 1626

Related to TENTATIVE

Synonyms
conditional, contingent (on or upon), subject (to),
dependent

Antonyms
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independent, unconditional

Related Words
liable, open, susceptible; limited, modified, qualified,
restricted; debatable, disputable, doubtable, doubtful, iffy,
problematic (also problematical), questionable, shady,
shaky, suspect, uncertain

Near Antonyms
absolute, all-out, arrant, categorical (also categoric),
complete, consummate, out-and-out, outright, perfect,
simple, total, ultimate, unadulterated, unalloyed,
unconditional, unequivocal, unmitigated, unqualified,
utter; basal, basic, fundamental, primary

more
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