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Neil Levin
milkenarchive.org/artists/view/neil-levin

Artistic Director of the Milken Archive since 1993, Neil W. Levin has devoted his professional and
academic life to the scholarly study of the music of Jewish experience from historical, musicological,
ethnological, Judaic, and cross-cultural perspectives. While he has lectured, written, and taught
courses on a diverse array of Jewish and Judaically related musical subjects spanning a broad
spectrum of traditions, his particular areas of focus embrace comparative considerations of eastern
and western spheres of Ashkenazi Jewry in terms of their sacred, secular art, theatrical, and folk
music; and the musical creativity and life of American Jewry. As a professor of Jewish music on the
faculty of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America in New York since 1982, he teaches graduate
courses on the history, development, and repertoire of synagogue music, cantorial art, Yiddish and
Hebrew folksong, the music of modern Israel, and music of American Jewish experience. He is
recognized as one of the leading authorities in the field of Jewish music in general, and he is in
much demand as a lecturer and presenter at university seminars and academic conferences
throughout the United States, Europe, and Israel.

http://www.milkenarchive.org/artists/view/neil-levin
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Levin grew up in a musical family in the Chicago area, where his principal emphasis was on piano
studies and performance. A pupil of the illustrious Swiss pianist Rudolph Ganz (1877–1972), he won
local and national competitions in his teen years and, at the age of fourteen, played at the Ravinia
Festival—then the summer home of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra. He went to New York to
study piano with Adele Marcus at The Juilliard School while pursuing a liberal arts degree at
Columbia University. Influenced first by the cantor at his family’s congregation, and later by
exposure to a number of great virtuoso cantors who were then still flourishing in New York
synagogues, he developed a deep interest in cantorial art and history in the wider context of both
synagogue and secular Jewish music studies.

At Columbia, Levin studied with Howard Shanet, Jack Beeson, Mario Davidovsky, and Otto Luening
—who became his mentor. During that timeframe, he also began his exposure to traditional Yeshiva
learning.

After earning his B.A. degree, he spent a year in Israel, where he immersed himself in Hebrew
language, Jewish studies, and Jewish musical investigations in preparation for his graduate
academic work; and he also began to engage in field research and oral history collection—which he
continued thereafter in the United States, Canada, and England. Returning to New York, he earned
an M.A. degree at Columbia and, at the same time, studied both general Judaica and Jewish music
at the Jewish Theological Seminary. It was there that he earned his doctorate in Jewish music and
music history, with Hugo Weisgall (Chairman of the Faculty) playing a central role as his teacher,
mentor, dissertation advisor, and—when Levin joined the Seminary’s faculty in 1982 after teaching
for several years in the music department of Columbia—his senior colleague. Levin was also
profoundly influenced by private studies with two distinguished Jewish music historians and
musicologists: Eric Werner and Albert Weisser.

In addition to his academic work, Levin is also a highly regarded choral conductor. He studied
choral conducting in Robert Page’s master classes and workshops at the Aspen Music School and
Festival in the 1970s, and from 1973 to 1978 he directed the Chicago Zimriya Youth Chorus. He is
the founder and director of two professional Jewish choruses: the mixed-voice Coro Hebraeica and
the male-voice Schola Hebraeica, which has toured the United States and Canada numerous times,
recorded extensively, and performed in England on several occasions. His London conducting debut
was in 1988, and in 1990 he made his debut at the Royal Festival Hall in London, conducting the
English Players and Schola Hebraeica in Voice of Jewish Russia—a production he devised. He is also
the creator of Vanished Voices, a Holocaust commemoration incorporating his research into the
music traditions of German-speaking Jewry, performed under his baton in 1996 at London’s
Barbican Centre as well as in Los Angeles and New York. His Lincoln Center conducting debut was
in 1997, and in 1999 he directed more than a dozen concerts (with Schola Hebraeica and other
ensembles) at the biannual Sacred Voices Music Village international festival.

From 1990 to 1998 Levin was the Editor of Musica Judaica, the academic Journal of the American
Society for Jewish Music. He has published numerous articles on Jewish music, several archival-
historical recordings (apart from the Milken Archive), and books. In 1982 the University of Vienna
commissioned him to edit the complete works of Salomon Sulzer for the prestigious series,
Denkmäler der Tonkunst in Österreich (Monuments of Music). His historical study of music and
cantorial education within the Conservative movement was published in 1997 in the book Tradition
Renewed (edited by Jack Wertheimer). He has also contributed chapters to scholarly books on
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Jewish music, which are published in Germany. In addition, he has devised and directed five
international academic conferences and conference-festivals on Jewish musical themes: Varied
Voices (1987), co-sponsored by the Jewish Theological Seminary and the American Society for
Jewish Music; A Voice for Our Time (1991), devoted to the music of Salomon Sulzer and other
Austrian Jewish composers, and co-sponsored by the Seminary and Hebrew Union College;
Counter-Harmonies (1989), a conference on the music of modern Israel, which was co-sponsored by
the National Foundation for Jewish Culture, the 92nd Street Y, the Keshet Foundation, and the
National Endowment for the Arts; Voice of Ashkenaz (1997), a deliberation on the musical legacy of
German Jewry, co-sponsored by JTS and the Leo Baeck Institute; and Only in America (2003), which
addressed the music of American Jewish experience and which was sponsored jointly by the
Seminary and the Milken Archive.

In 2004, in recognition of his program notes about the Russian Jewish composer, Joseph Achron, in
the accompanying booklet to the Milken Archive CD devoted to Achron’s music, Levin was
presented with the coveted Deems Taylor Award—the annual award given by the American Society
of Composers and Publishers (A.S.C.A.P.) for the most original and informative liner notes to a
commercially distributed recording.

Works

Title

Genre

Volume

Vol

A Reform Sabbath Morning Torah Service
7 tracks

Liturgical

3
A Traditional First S'liḥot Service (Part 1/2)
8 tracks

Liturgical

3
A Traditional First S'liḥot Service (Part 2/2)
20 tracks

Liturgical

3
A malakh veynt
1 track

http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/seder-tfillot/work/a-reform-sabbath-morning-torah-service/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/seder-tfillot/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/seder-tfillot/work/a-traditional-first-sliot-service-part-12/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/seder-tfillot/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/seder-tfillot/work/a-traditional-first-sliot-service-part-22/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/seder-tfillot/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/legend-of-toil-and-celebration/work/a-malakh-veynt/
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Choral

12
A mol in a tsayt: Legend of Toil
2 tracks

Cantata

12
ARVIT L'SHABBAT (continued)
19 tracks

Liturgical

4
Adonai z'kharanu
1 track

Liturgical

4
Adonai z'kharanu
1 track

Liturgical

4
Adonai, adonai
1 track

Liturgical

4
Arvit Morocco
2 tracks

Liturgical

2
Avinu malkenu
1 track

Liturgical

4
Avodat aharon
4 tracks

Liturgical

4

http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/legend-of-toil-and-celebration/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/legend-of-toil-and-celebration/work/a-mol-in-a-tsayt-legend-of-toil/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/legend-of-toil-and-celebration/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/work/arvit-lshabbat-continued/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/work/adonai-zkharanu-zilberts/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/work/adonai-zkharanu-olshanetsky/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/work/adonai-adonai/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/a-garden-eastward/work/arvit-morocco/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/a-garden-eastward/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/work/avinu-malkenu-janowski/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/work/avodat-aharon/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/
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B'rakhot l'ḥanukka
1 track

Choral

4
Ba'avur david
1 track

Liturgical

14
Barukh Habba (Psalm 118: 26-29)
1 track

Liturgical

1
Chants and Elegies for Tisha b'av
14 tracks

Liturgical

1
Dos lidl fun dem goldenem land
1 track

Choral

12
Ein keloheinu
1 track

Liturgical

1
El male raḥamim
1 track

Liturgical

4
El melekh yoshev
1 track

Liturgical

14
Emet ve'emuna
1 track

http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/work/brakhot-lanukka/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/golden-voices-in-the-golden-land/work/baavur-david/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/golden-voices-in-the-golden-land/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/jewish-voices-in-the-new-world/work/barukh-habba-psalm-118-26-29/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/jewish-voices-in-the-new-world/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/jewish-voices-in-the-new-world/work/chants-and-elegies-for-tisha-bav/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/jewish-voices-in-the-new-world/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/legend-of-toil-and-celebration/work/dos-lidl-fun-dem-goldenem-land/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/legend-of-toil-and-celebration/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/jewish-voices-in-the-new-world/work/ein-keloheinu/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/jewish-voices-in-the-new-world/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/work/el-male-raamim-helfman/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/golden-voices-in-the-golden-land/work/el-melekh-yoshev-lind/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/golden-voices-in-the-golden-land/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/golden-voices-in-the-golden-land/work/emet-veemuna/
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Liturgical

14
Eshet ḥayil
1 track

Choral

6
Ha laḥma anya
1 track

Choral

4
Haven yakkir li efra'im
1 track

Liturgical

14
Hayafa banashim
1 track

Chamber

4
Hayyom harat olam
1 track

Liturgical

14
Hosha na even sh'siya
1 track

Liturgical

4
Khanike lid (See CD Traditional Cantorial and Concert Favorites)
1 track

Ki hinne kaḥomer
1 track

Liturgical

14
Ki hinne kaḥomer
1 track

http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/golden-voices-in-the-golden-land/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/echoes-of-ecstasy/work/eshet-hayil/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/echoes-of-ecstasy/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/work/ha-lama-anya/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/golden-voices-in-the-golden-land/work/haven-yakkir-li-efraim/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/golden-voices-in-the-golden-land/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/work/hayafa-banashim/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/golden-voices-in-the-golden-land/work/hayyom-harat-olam-wohl/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/golden-voices-in-the-golden-land/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/work/hosha-na-even-shsiya/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/albums/view/traditional-cantorial-and-concert-favorites/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/golden-voices-in-the-golden-land/work/ki-hinne-kahomer-lind/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/golden-voices-in-the-golden-land/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/work/ki-hinne-kahomer-silver/
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Liturgical

4
L'dor vador
1 track

Liturgical

4
L'kha dodi (Bensoussan)
1 track

Liturgical

2
Likhtelekh
1 track

Choral

4
M'hera
1 track

Liturgical

4
Ma nishtana
1 track

Choral

4
Mar'eh kohen
1 track

Liturgical

14
Memorial Service for the Departed
3 tracks

Liturgical

4
Mizmor shir l'yom hashabbat
1 track

Liturgical

14

http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/work/ldor-vador/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/a-garden-eastward/work/lkha-dodi-bensoussan/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/a-garden-eastward/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/work/likhtelekh/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/work/mhera/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/work/ma-nishtana/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/golden-voices-in-the-golden-land/work/mareh-kohen/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/golden-voices-in-the-golden-land/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/work/memorial-service-for-the-departed/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/golden-voices-in-the-golden-land/work/mizmor-shir-lyom-hashabbat/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/golden-voices-in-the-golden-land/
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Mizmor shir ḥanukkat habbayit
1 track

Choral

4
Modim
1 track

Liturgical

14
Modim/v'al kullam
1 track

Liturgical

4
Mussaf Service for Rosh Hashanah, Part 1
18 tracks

Liturgical

3
Mussaf Service for Rosh Hashanah, Part 2
22 tracks

Liturgical

3
Piramidn
1 track

Choral

12
Psalm 137
1 track

Liturgical

4
Psalms of Israel
4 tracks

Choral

4
R'tze
1 track

http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/work/mizmor-shir-anukkat-habbayit/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/golden-voices-in-the-golden-land/work/modim/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/golden-voices-in-the-golden-land/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/work/modimval-kullam/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/seder-tfillot/work/mussaf-service-for-rosh-hashanah-part-1/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/seder-tfillot/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/seder-tfillot/work/mussaf-service-for-rosh-hashanah-part-2/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/seder-tfillot/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/legend-of-toil-and-celebration/work/piramidn/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/legend-of-toil-and-celebration/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/work/psalm-137/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/work/psalms-of-israel/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/golden-voices-in-the-golden-land/work/rtze/
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Liturgical

14
Raḥamana d'anei
1 track

Liturgical

14
Rosh Hashana Lilanot
1 track

Choral

12
Selections from Mir trogn a gezang
3 tracks

Choral

12
Shabbat
4 tracks

Liturgical

1
Shabbat m'nuḥa
4 tracks

Liturgical

4
Shalom aleikhem (Excerpt from Z'MIROT SHEL SHABBAT)
1 track

Sheva b'rakhot
1 track

Liturgical

4
Shira ḥadasha (Morning Liturgy)
1 track

Liturgical

1
Strange Happenings: The Holyday Calamities of Avremele Melamed
1 track

http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/golden-voices-in-the-golden-land/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/golden-voices-in-the-golden-land/work/raamana-danei/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/golden-voices-in-the-golden-land/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/legend-of-toil-and-celebration/work/rosh-hashana-lilanot/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/legend-of-toil-and-celebration/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/legend-of-toil-and-celebration/work/selections-from-mir-trogn-a-gezang/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/legend-of-toil-and-celebration/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/jewish-voices-in-the-new-world/work/shabbat/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/jewish-voices-in-the-new-world/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/work/shabbat-mnua/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/albums/view/traditional-cantorial-and-concert-favorites/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/work/sheva-brakhot/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/jewish-voices-in-the-new-world/work/shira-adasha-morning-liturgy/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/jewish-voices-in-the-new-world/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/legend-of-toil-and-celebration/work/strange-happenings-the-holyday-calamities-of-avremele-melamed/


4/5/2018 Neil Levin

https://www.printfriendly.com/p/g/Xv6yZr 10/11

Choral

12
Tal
1 track

Liturgical

4
The First S'liḥot (See CD The First S'liḥot)
28 tracks

Liturgical

Torah Reading
2 tracks

Liturgical

1
Torah Service
6 tracks

Liturgical

4
Un'tanne tokef
1 track

Liturgical

14
Uv'khen yitkaddash
1 track

Liturgical

4
Uvnuḥo yomar
1 track

Liturgical

14
Vi y'malle (processional)
1 track

Liturgical

4
Viglid

http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/legend-of-toil-and-celebration/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/work/tal/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/albums/view/the-first-slihot/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/jewish-voices-in-the-new-world/work/torah-reading/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/jewish-voices-in-the-new-world/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/work/torah-service/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/golden-voices-in-the-golden-land/work/untanne-tokef/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/golden-voices-in-the-golden-land/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/work/uvkhen-yitkaddash/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/golden-voices-in-the-golden-land/work/uvnuo-yomar/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/golden-voices-in-the-golden-land/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/work/vi-ymalle-processional/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/cycle-of-life-in-synagogue-and-home/
http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/legend-of-toil-and-celebration/work/viglid-low/
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1 track

Art Song

12
Wedding Service
3 tracks

Liturgical

4
Ya ribbon olam (See CD Traditional Cantorial and Concert Favorites)
1 track

Ya'ale
1 track

Liturgical

14
Yiru eineinu
1 track

Liturgical

14
Yoshev b'seter
1 track

Liturgical

4
Z’MIROT SHEL SHABBAT
8 tracks

Liturgical

4
Ḥag habikkurim
9 tracks

Choral

8
Ḥasal siddur pesaḥ
1 track

Choral

4

http://www.milkenarchive.org/music/volumes/view/legend-of-toil-and-celebration/
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