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Spinal Hemangioma

What Is a Hemangioma?
Spinal hemangiomas are benign tumors that are most
commonly seen in the mid-back (thoracic) and lower
back (lumbar). Hemangiomas most often appear in
adults between the ages of 30 and 50. They are very
common and occur in approximately 10 percent of the
world’s population. Most cases show no symptoms.
Symptomatic hemangiomas represent less than one percent
of all hemangiomas, and are more common in women
than in men. If left untreated, symptomatic
hemangiomas can cause serious neurological effects.

At UPMC, we treat hemangiomas with surgical removal (resection)
of the tumor or the affected vertebra, and radiation
therapy to treat pain. Ethanol injections and
laminectomy may also be performed.

How can we help you?
Schedule an
appointment »
Ask a question »
Request our expert
opinion »

Phone Numbers:
1-877-986-9862
(within the U.S.)
01-877-320-8762
(International)
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412-647-UPMC (8762) or 1-800-533-UPMC (8762). Select option 1.

UPMC is an equal opportunity employer. UPMC policy prohibits discrimination or harassment on the basis of
race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, age, sex, genetics, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital
status, familial status, disability, veteran status, or any other legally protected group status. Further, UPMC will
continue to support and promote equal employment opportunity, human dignity, and racial, ethnic, and cultural
diversity. This policy applies to admissions, employment, and access to and treatment in UPMC programs and
activities. This commitment is made by UPMC in accordance with federal, state, and/or local laws and
regulations.

Medical information made available on UPMC.com is not intended to be used as a substitute for professional
medical advice, diagnosis, or treatment. You should not rely entirely on this information for your health care
needs. Ask your own doctor or health care provider any specific medical questions that you have. Further,
UPMC.com is not a tool to be used in the case of an emergency. If an emergency arises, you should seek
appropriate emergency medical services.
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