11/12/2014

Fioricet Uses, Dosage, Side Effects & Warnings - Drugs.com

Browse all medications A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z   
Advanced Search  
Phonetic Search

Enter a search term
Drugs A-Z

Pill Identifier

Interactions Checker

News

Search

Health Professionals

Home → Conditions → Headache → Fioricet

Print

Q&A

Mednotes

Apps

Share

Fioricet

Sign In or Register

Related Information

Generic Name: acetaminophen, butalbital, and caffeine (a SEET a MIN oh fen, bue TAL bi tal, and
KAF een)
Brand Names: Alagesic, Anolor 300, Dolgic LQ, Dolgic Plus, Esgic, Fioricet, Geone, Margesic,
Medigesic, Orbivan, Repan, Zebutal
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What is Fioricet?
Fioricet contains a combination of
acetaminophen, butalbital, and caffeine.
Acetaminophen is a pain reliever and fever
reducer. Butalbital is in a group of drugs called
barbiturates. It relaxes muscle contractions
involved in a tension headache. Caffeine is a
central nervous system stimulant. It relaxes
muscle contractions in blood vessels to
improve blood flow.

Related: Tension Headache

Reviews
79 User Reviews

Manufacturer

Fioricet is used to treat tension headaches that
are caused by muscle contractions.

Watson Pharmaceuticals,
Inc. (now Actavis, Inc)

Fioricet may also be used for purposes not
listed in this medication guide.

Drug Class
Analgesic combinations

Important information

Related Drugs

You should not use Fioricet if you have porphyria, or if you have recently used alcohol, sedatives,
tranquilizers, or other narcotic medications.

Headache
naproxen
ibuprofen
Aleve
Motrin
Advil
Naprosyn
acetaminophen/butalbital/ca

Do not use Fioricet if you have taken an MAO inhibitor in the past 14 days. A dangerous drug
interaction could occur. MAO inhibitors include isocarboxazid, linezolid, phenelzine, rasagiline,
selegiline, and tranylcypromine.
Do not take more Fioricet than is
recommended. An overdose of
acetaminophen can damage your liver or
cause death. Call your doctor at once if you
have nausea, pain in your upper stomach,
itching, loss of appetite, dark urine, claycolored stools, or jaundice (yellowing of your
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In rare cases, acetaminophen may cause a
severe skin reaction. Stop taking this medicine
and call your doctor right away if you have
skin redness or a rash that spreads and
causes blistering and peeling.

Naprelan
Dologesic
Esgic
Anaprox-DS
aspirin/butalbital/caffeine
Bupap
Percogesic
acetaminophen/butalbital/ca

Before taking this medicine

acetaminophen/dichloralphe
mucate
Fiorinal with Codeine

skin or eyes).

Do not use Fioricet if you have taken an MAO inhibitor in the past 14 days. A dangerous drug
interaction could occur. MAO inhibitors include isocarboxazid, linezolid, phenelzine, rasagiline,
selegiline, and tranylcypromine.
You should not use Fioricet if you are allergic to acetaminophen, butalbital, or caffeine, if you have
porphyria, or if you have recently used alcohol, sedatives, tranquilizers, or other narcotic
medications.

More...

Fioricet (acetaminophen / butalbital / caffeine)
Images

To make sure Fioricet is safe for you, tell your doctor if you have:
liver disease, cirrhosis, a history of alcoholism or drug addiction, or if you drink more than 3
alcoholic beverages per day;
kidney disease;
asthma, sleep apnea, or other breathing disorder;
stomach ulcer or bleeding;

Fioricet (acetaminophen / butalbital
/ caffeine) acetaminophen 325mg
/ butalbital 50mg / caffeine 40mg

Fioricet (acetaminophen / butalbital
/ caffeine) 325 mg / 50 mg / 40 mg

View all 5 images

a history of skin rash caused by any medication;
a history of mental illness or suicidal thoughts; or
if you use medicine to prevent blood clots.
Butalbital may be habit forming. Never share this medicine with another person, especially
someone with a history of drug abuse or addiction. Keep the medication in a place where others
cannot get to it.
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News and Warnings related to this drug
FDA Medwatch Alerts for all Medications

FDA pregnancy category C. It is not known whether Fioricet will harm an unborn baby. Tell your
doctor if you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant while using this medication.
See also: Pregnancy and breastfeeding warnings (in more detail)
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Fioricet can pass into breast milk and may harm a nursing baby. Tell your doctor if you are breastfeeding a baby.
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Related News and Articles
Doctors' Group Issues Painkiller Guidelines
September 29, 2014
The risks of powerful narcotic painkillers outweigh their
benefits for treating chronic headaches, low back pain and
fibromyalgia, a new statement from the...

Health Tip: Easing Headache Pain July 25, 2014
Headache symptoms vary, from a sharp pain to a dull throb.
Remedies to treat these symptoms are similarly numerous.
The American Academy of Family Physicians...

Former NFL Players May Be Plagued With Chronic
Headaches June 24, 2014
Some retired NFL players live with nearly constant headaches,
and their misery is frequently punctuated with skull-splitting
migraines, a new study...

How should I take Fioricet?
Take Fioricet exactly as prescribed. Follow all directions on your prescription label. Do not take
more of this medication than recommended. An overdose can damage your liver or cause death.
Tell your doctor if the medicine seems to stop working as well in relieving your pain.
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Take the medicine with food or milk if it upsets your stomach.
Store Fioricet at room temperature away from moisture and heat.
Keep track of the amount of medicine used from each new bottle. Butalbital is a drug of abuse and
you should be aware if anyone is using your medicine improperly or without a prescription.

What happens if I miss a dose?
Since this medicine is used when needed, you may not be on a dosing schedule. If you are on a
schedule, use the missed dose as soon as you remember. Skip the missed dose if it is almost
time for your next scheduled dose. Do not use extra medicine to make up the missed dose.

What happens if I overdose?
Seek emergency medical attention or call the Poison Help line at 1-800-222-1222. An overdose of
Fioricet can be fatal.
The first signs of an acetaminophen overdose include loss of appetite, nausea, vomiting, stomach
pain, sweating, and confusion or weakness. Later symptoms may include pain in your upper
stomach, dark urine, and yellowing of your skin or the whites of your eyes.
Overdose symptoms may also include insomnia, restlessness, tremor, diarrhea, increased shallow
breathing, uneven heartbeats, seizure (convulsions), or fainting.

What should I avoid?
Fioricet can cause side effects that may impair your thinking or reactions. Be careful if you drive or
do anything that requires you to be awake and alert.
Avoid drinking alcohol. It may increase your risk of liver damage while taking acetaminophen.
Ask a doctor or pharmacist before using any other cold, allergy, pain, or sleep medication.
Acetaminophen (sometimes abbreviated as APAP) is contained in many combination medicines.
Taking certain products together can cause you to get too much acetaminophen which can lead to
a fatal overdose. Check the label to see if a medicine contains acetaminophen or APAP.
While you are taking Fioricet, avoid taking diet pills, caffeine pills, or other stimulants (such as
ADHD medications) without your doctor's advice.
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Fioricet side effects
Get emergency medical help if you have any of these signs of an allergic reaction to Fioricet:
hives; difficulty breathing; swelling of your face, lips, tongue, or throat.
In rare cases, acetaminophen may cause a severe skin reaction that can be fatal. This could occur
even if you have taken acetaminophen in the past and had no reaction. Stop taking this medicine
and call your doctor right away if you have skin redness or a rash that spreads and causes
blistering and peeling. If you have this type of reaction, you should never again take any medicine
that contains acetaminophen.
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Stop using Fioricet and call your doctor at once if you have:
confusion, seizure (convulsions);
shortness of breath;
a light-headed feeling, like you might pass out; or
nausea, upper stomach pain, itching, loss of appetite, dark urine, clay-colored stools, jaundice
(yellowing of the skin or eyes).
Common Fioricet side effects may include:
drowsiness, dizziness;
feeling anxious or restless;
drunk feeling; or
sleep problems (insomnia).
This is not a complete list of side effects and others may occur. Call your doctor for medical advice
about side effects. You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.
See also: Side effects (in more detail)

What other drugs will affect Fioricet?
Taking this medicine with other drugs that make you sleepy or slow your breathing can cause
dangerous or life-threatening side effects. Ask your doctor before taking Fioricet with a sleeping
pill, narcotic pain medicine, muscle relaxer, or medicine for anxiety, depression, or seizures.
Other drugs may interact with Fioricet, including prescription and over-the-counter medicines,
vitamins, and herbal products. Tell each of your health care providers about all medicines you use
now and any medicine you start or stop using.
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Related treatment guides
Headache

Where can I get more information?
Your pharmacist can provide more information about Fioricet.

Prostate Cancer Stages
See the Progression of Stages for Prostate Cancer. Get Expert
Info
Remember, keep this and all other medicines out of the reach of children, never share your medicines with others, and use
Fioricet only for the indication prescribed.
Disclaimer: Every effort has been made to ensure that the information provided by Cerner Multum, Inc. ('Multum') is accurate,
up-to-date, and complete, but no guarantee is made to that effect. Drug information contained herein may be time sensitive.
Multum information has been compiled for use by healthcare practitioners and consumers in the United States and therefore
Multum does not warrant that uses outside of the United States are appropriate, unless specifically indicated otherwise.
Multum's drug information does not endorse drugs, diagnose patients or recommend therapy. Multum's drug information is
an informational resource designed to assist licensed healthcare practitioners in caring for their patients and/or to serve
consumers viewing this service as a supplement to, and not a substitute for, the expertise, skill, knowledge and judgment of
healthcare practitioners. The absence of a warning for a given drug or drug combination in no way should be construed to
indicate that the drug or drug combination is safe, effective or appropriate for any given patient. Multum does not assume any
responsibility for any aspect of healthcare administered with the aid of information Multum provides. The information
contained herein is not intended to cover all possible uses, directions, precautions, warnings, drug interactions, allergic
reactions, or adverse effects. If you have questions about the drugs you are taking, check with your doctor, nurse or
pharmacist.
Copyright 1996-2014 Cerner Multum, Inc. Version: 5.01. Revision Date: 2013-08-09, 4:47:37 PM.
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