
Lyrica Information from Drugs.com

http://www.drugs.com/lyrica.html[2/10/2011 12:11:50 PM]

 

 

Related Lyrica Information

Reviews Average User
Rating

254 User Reviews 7.1 Rate it!

Related Pages
Detailed Side Effects Pregnancy & Breastfeeding
Drug Interactions Dosage Information
Drug Images Support Group Q & A

Drug Class
Gamma-aminobutyric acid analogs

Approval History
Capsule; Oral FDA
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Availability
Prescription only

Pregnancy
Category
Risk cannot be ruled out

CSA Schedule
Some potential for abuse
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Lyrica
Generic Name: pregabalin (pre GAB a lin)
Brand Names: Lyrica

What is Lyrica?
Lyrica (pregabalin) is an anti-epileptic drug,
also called an anticonvulsant. It works by
slowing down impulses in the brain that cause
seizures. Lyrica also affects chemicals in the
brain that send pain signals across the
nervous system.

Lyrica is used to control seizures and to treat
fibromyalgia. It is also used to treat pain
caused by nerve damage in people with
diabetes (diabetic neuropathy) or herpes
zoster (post-herpetic neuralgia).

Lyrica may also be used for other purposes
not listed in this medication guide.

Important information
about Lyrica
You may have thoughts about suicide while
taking Lyrica. Your doctor will need to check
you at regular visits. Do not miss any scheduled appointments.

Call your doctor at once if you have any new or worsening symptoms such as: mood or behavior
changes, depression, anxiety, insomnia, or if you feel agitated, hostile, restless, hyperactive
(mentally or physically), or have thoughts about suicide or hurting yourself.

Why managing
blood sugar is so
important.
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Email me about Lyrica:

 News and Warnings related to this drug  

 Also send the Drugs.com monthly newsletter  
 FDA Medwatch Alerts for all medications

Lower Your Blood Pressure - The All
Natural Way
The only non-drug medical device clinically proven to
lower blood pressure  www.resperate.com

$350,000 in Life Insurance
Protect Your Family Today. Coverage as low as
$13.04/month. Free Quote Here  BestQuoteMarket.com

Weight Loss Medicine
Immediate weight loss - reduces fat absorbtion - less fat
means less pounds  www.pharmcom.com

Related News and Articles
Epilepsy Drugs Don't Raise Suicide Risk,
Study Shows
5 Aug 2010
In 2008, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration required
epilepsy medications to bear a warning label about an
increased risk of suicidal behaviors. The move ...

Antiepileptic Drugs FDA Medwatch Alert
5 May 2009
[UPDATE 05/05/2009] FDA notified healthcare

If you are taking Lyrica to prevent seizures, keep taking the medication even if you feel fine. You
may have an increase in seizures if you stop taking Lyrica. Follow your doctor's instructions.

Do not change your dose of Lyrica without your doctor's advice. Tell your doctor if the medication
does not seem to work as well in treating your condition.

Do not stop using Lyrica without first talking to your doctor, even if you feel fine. You may have
increased seizures or withdrawal symptoms such as headache, sleep problems, nausea, and
diarrhea. Ask your doctor how to avoid withdrawal symptoms when you stop using Lyrica. Wear a
medical alert tag or carry an ID card stating that you take Lyrica. Any medical care provider who
treats you should know that you take seizure medication.

Before taking Lyrica
You should not use Lyrica if you are allergic to pregabalin.

If you have any of these other conditions, you may need a Lyrica dose adjustment or special
tests:

congestive heart failure;

diabetes;

kidney disease (or if you are on dialysis);

a bleeding disorder;

low levels of platelets in your blood;

a history of depression or suicidal thoughts;

a history of drug or alcohol addiction; or

if you have ever had a severe allergic reaction.

You may have thoughts about suicide while taking this medication. Tell your doctor if you have
new or worsening depression or suicidal thoughts during the first several months of treatment, or
whenever your dose is changed.

Your family or other caregivers should also be alert to changes in your mood or symptoms. Your
doctor will need to check you at regular visits. Do not miss any scheduled appointments.

FDA pregnancy category C. It is not known whether Lyrica will harm an unborn baby, but having
a seizure during pregnancy could harm both mother and baby. Follow your doctor's instructions
about taking Lyrica while you are pregnant.

See also: Lyrica pregnancy and breastfeeding warnings (in more detail)

If you become pregnant, your name may be listed on a pregnancy registry. This is to track the
outcome of the pregnancy and to evaluate any effects of Lyrica on the baby.

If a man fathers a child while using this medication, the baby may have birth defects. Use a
condom to prevent pregnancy during your treatment.

It is not known whether pregabalin passes into breast milk or if it could harm a nursing baby. Do
not use Lyrica without telling your doctor if you are breast-feeding a baby. Do not give this
medication to a child younger than 18 years old.
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Nerve Pain
Learn About Nerve Pain. Get Answers From Health
Experts.
HealthDesk.com

Managing Side Effects
There is hope. Chat privately with our oncology info
experts today.
CancerCenter.com/CareThatNeverQuits

fibromyalgia treatment
Fibromyalgia Pain Treatment. Find your answers
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professionals that it approved updated labeling for
antiepileptic drugs used to treat epilepsy, psychiatric ...

Common Drug Eases Restless Legs
Syndrome
29 Apr 2009
W Lyrica, a drug used to treat epilepsy, nerve pain,
anxiety and fibromyalgia, shows promise in easing the
symptoms of restless legs syndrome, a Spanish ...

FDA Adds Suicide Warning to Epilepsy
Drugs
16 Dec 2008
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration announced
Tuesday that it was adding a label warning on
heightened suicide risk for users of antiepileptic drugs.
The ...

Help and Support
Looking for answers? Ask a question or go join the
Lyrica support group to connect with others who have
similar interests.

How should I take Lyrica?
Take Lyrica exactly as prescribed by your doctor. Do not take in larger or smaller amounts or for
longer than recommended. Follow the directions on your prescription label.

You may take Lyrica with or without food.

Do not change your dose of Lyrica without your doctor's advice. Tell your doctor if the medication
does not seem to work as well in treating your condition.

Call your doctor if you have any problems with your vision while taking Lyrica. If you are taking
Lyrica to prevent seizures, keep taking it even if you feel fine. You may have an increase in
seizures if you stop taking Lyrica. Follow your doctor's instructions. Do not stop using Lyrica
without first talking to your doctor, even if you feel fine. You may have increased seizures or
withdrawal symptoms such as headache, sleep problems, nausea, and diarrhea. Ask your doctor
how to avoid withdrawal symptoms when you stop using Lyrica. Wear a medical alert tag or carry
an ID card stating that you take Lyrica. Any medical care provider who treats you should know
that you take seizure medication.

Store at room temperature away from moisture, light, and heat.

See also: Lyrica dosage (in more detail)

What happens if I miss a dose?
Take the missed dose as soon as you remember. Skip the missed dose if it is almost time for
your next scheduled dose. Do not take extra medicine to make up the missed dose.

What happens if I overdose?
Seek emergency medical attention or call the Poison Help line at 1-800-222-1222.

What should I avoid while taking Lyrica?
Drinking alcohol can increase certain side effects of Lyrica. Lyrica may impair your thinking or
reactions. Be careful if you drive or do anything that requires you to be alert.

Lyrica side effects
Get emergency medical help if you have any of these signs of an allergic reaction to Lyrica:

here.
OneHealthyLifestyle.com
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What is Nerve Pain
Learn how to identify and deal with Nerve Pain and
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Pain-Advice.com

Alternate Migraine Relief
Not getting enough relief from your migraine
medicine?
www.prescriptionmigrainerelief.com
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hives; difficulty breathing; swelling of your face, lips, tongue, or throat.

Call your doctor at once if you have any new or worsening symptoms such as: mood or behavior
changes, depression, anxiety, insomnia, or if you feel agitated, hostile, restless, hyperactive
(mentally or physically), or have thoughts about suicide or hurting yourself.

Call your doctor at once if you have any of these serious side effects while using Lyrica:

muscle pain, weakness, or tenderness (especially if you also have a fever and feel tired);

easy bruising or bleeding; or

swelling in your hands or feet, rapid weight gain.

Less serious Lyrica side effects may include:

dizziness or drowsiness, anxiety;

loss of balance or coordination;

problems with memory or concentration;

dry mouth;

skin rash or itching;

constipation, stomach pain;

increased appetite; or

joint or muscle pain.

This is not a complete list of Lyrica side effects and others may occur. Call your doctor for
medical advice about side effects. You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

See also: Lyrica side effects (in more detail)

What other drugs will affect Lyrica?
Cold or allergy medicine, sedatives, narcotic pain medicine, sleeping pills, muscle relaxers, and
medicine for depression or anxiety can add to dizziness or sleepiness caused by Lyrica. Tell your
doctor if you regularly use any of these medicines, or any other seizure medication.

Tell your doctor about all other medicines you use, especially:

heart or blood pressure medication such as benazepril (Lotensin), enalapril (Vasotec),
lisinopril (Prinivil, Zestril), quinapril (Accupril), ramipril (Altace), and others.

This list is not complete and other drugs may interact with Lyrica. Tell your doctor about all
medications you use. This includes prescription, over-the-counter, vitamin, and herbal products.
Do not start a new medication without telling your doctor.

More Lyrica resources
Lyrica Side Effects (in More Detail)
Lyrica Dosage
Lyrica Use in Pregnancy & Breastfeeding
Drug Images
Lyrica Drug Interactions
Lyrica Support Group
254 Reviews for Lyrica - Add your own review/rating

Lyrica Prescribing Information (FDA)

Lyrica MedFacts Consumer Leaflet (Wolters Kluwer)

Lyrica Monograph (AHFS DI)

Lyrica Advanced Consumer (Micromedex) - Includes Dosage Information

Pregabalin Professional Patient Advice (Wolters Kluwer)
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Compare Lyrica with other medications
Diabetic Nerve Damage Epilepsy
Fibromyalgia Generalized Anxiety Disorder
Migraine Prevention Neuralgia
Pain Peripheral Neuropathy
Persisting Pain, Shingles Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy

Syndrome
Restless Legs Syndrome

Where can I get more information?

Your pharmacist can provide more information about Lyrica.

Remember, keep this and all other medicines out of the reach of children, never share your
medicines with others, and use this medication only for the indication prescribed.

Every effort has been made to ensure that the information provided by Cerner Multum, Inc.
('Multum') is accurate, up-to-date, and complete, but no guarantee is made to that effect. Drug
information contained herein may be time sensitive. Multum information has been compiled for
use by healthcare practitioners and consumers in the United States and therefore Multum does
not warrant that uses outside of the United States are appropriate, unless specifically indicated
otherwise. Multum's drug information does not endorse drugs, diagnose patients or recommend
therapy. Multum's drug information is an informational resource designed to assist licensed
healthcare practitioners in caring for their patients and/or to serve consumers viewing this service
as a supplement to, and not a substitute for, the expertise, skill, knowledge and judgment of
healthcare practitioners. The absence of a warning for a given drug or drug combination in no
way should be construed to indicate that the drug or drug combination is safe, effective or
appropriate for any given patient. Multum does not assume any responsibility for any aspect of
healthcare administered with the aid of information Multum provides. The information contained
herein is not intended to cover all possible uses, directions, precautions, warnings, drug
interactions, allergic reactions, or adverse effects. If you have questions about the drugs you are
taking, check with your doctor, nurse or pharmacist.

Copyright 1996-2010 Cerner Multum, Inc. Version: 2.01. Revision Date: 04/26/2010 4:59:47 PM.
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